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~i~ta~are t~ereun~o annexed, are ~o be considered as Official Co~mu~4tiO~ ~
~. those l~rsons to whom-~ ~n~.y re~ate~ and are tn be obeyed accordingly,

j~/ H~:F~!len~. 0 Command, - ~"
ANDREW SINCLAIR, Colonial Secretary.

: Colonial Secretary’s Otiiee, Auekland, [ ~¢~ES~A.OE No. 25, "
¯ ~,t. au,,.,,s, ~854 l The Officer .~dministerlng the Govern:
~’:’ "* ~’" " " " | ment, with reference to the resignation ot

g~E~Ii~e’ncy tdae Officer adminlstering ~ thei~ seats in the Executive Council by Mr.
~, ~ ~e: | i~tz~aa, Mr,~we~;~~,~r. .s~eli, a~d ’~.r.
for general information, of the following [ Bartley, and in Compliance with t.he promise
~fessages (Nos. 24 and ~5, with the papers made by his Message of the day betbre yes
relating thereto) which have been sent by terday,’proeeeds to explain to the House of
His Excellency to the Legislative Council Representatives, as fultyaSthe time will al-
and the House of Representatives.

¯
low, his views ~/fid wishes With regard to the

By His Excelleney’s command,
relations 5f the Executive towards the two

~NDREW SINCLAIR,

Colonial .Secretary.

M~SAO~I~No. 24.

The Ot~eer administering the Government,
considers it his duty to apprise the House of
Represer~tatives, that ]n consequence of the
resignation of their seats in the Executive Coun-
cil, caused by Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Weld, Mr.
Sewell, and Mr. Bartley, he is preparing a
Message to the House, which will fully explain
~t~ t]~m hi~ viewsand wishes, with regard to
the relations of the Executive towards the two
Houses of’ the Legislature, dt~ring his~t~ml~-

has a confident hope, that the Message in
question will be ready for delivery on the day
after to~norrow, not later tha~ two o’clock in
tlfeafteraoon,

(sig~¢~) R. H. WYNY~RD;-
Government House, Auckland,

ard August, 1854.

Houses of the Legislature during .his acci-
dental and temporary administration of the
Government,

He *.rusts that the House, ~ot less con-
sclous than himself Of the grave importance
of the present crisis in the affaim of the co-
lony, wiU give t’o the whole subject the same
calm and deliberate consideration as he has
himself bestowed upon it.

I-/e begs of the House to revert to the po-
~itio~in which he was placed when His Ex-
cellency the Governor departed from the
colony. ’ ’ ’ " " deThe very title ofthe office which then -
volved upon him, shows that the only duties
which it Was ab~U~)y!ncumbent on him_ to
perform, were" those of administering the Go-
vernment for a brief period ; that is, ouly for
the purpose of maintaining the ordinary rou-
fine of public business until he should.be re-
lieved by the arrival of a regularly appointed
Governor, not owing lrls authority to the ac-
Cident of his being ~lie Senior Officer in com-
mand of the troops, but obtaining it from the
deliberate confidence ot her Majesty.
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BttL the Officer administering the Govern-
ment did not confine himself within the safe,
and easy limits of standing only to $at a-
blished routine, Impressed with a belief that
the colony bo~h needed and desired legisla-
tion without delay by the General Assembl£,
he took upon himself, contrary: to generat
usage as res!mots the functions of mere ad-’
ministrators of colonial governments, to
convenet~e Parliament of the ~olony. For,
having si~ntan.¢ousl~ incurred this qnusuai
responsibility, the House saw fit to convey to
him an expression of their thanks in the f01-
lowing words :’--’, Entirely appreciating the
difficulty of your Excellency’s position, and
the responsibility of initiating a course of po-
licy during your temporary administration of
the ~overnment, we desire to record our
~]eep.and lasting sense of the great benefit
which your Excellency has conferred on the
colony by convening the General Assembly at
the earliest possible period after it became
your duty to assume the Government of New
Zealand.’"

This was said in J~aswer to the speech
by the head of ¶he Government where-
by the session was opened ; and it
therefore indicates, by the complimentary
allusion to the initiation of a policy by him,- o o- ~ ¯ ¯ ¯
that MlmsterlaI ~ esponmbahty was not at that
moment in the contemplation of the House.
Presently afterwards, however, and ver~
suddenly, that question became so promifient
as to exclude every other subject from ~he
consideration of the House. This question
involves ~)fineiples which, when 7e~ew~ as
practicall3; ~applicable -to’ this Colony, were
entirel~n’eW tothe Officer administei’in they ~ . . g ,.
Government, as, down to a time not long pre-
ceding the convention of the Assembly, traps#
principles had been to the thoughts o¢ the eo-
lonis(s,-With the exee~)tion ~f-a very few 
themost active politiea~minds. When, how~- I
ever, that question was brought hefol:e him I
’iu~ pr actic~1 form, and b)memxs .Of pr0.~eed- 
ings "in the House which cou!d not hut coro~ ]
mand his most serious attention, fie examine4] I
it with care ; "and,~ becoming sadsfied that ~ t
concession of the prLaeiple was both desirable!
in itself on general grounds, and necessary )n
order to preserve harmony between the organ
of the Crowh and the Representatives of-tlab
people, he resolved to comply with the wishes
of the House. But that resoluhon on his
part was limited by the ,condition trial ~her~
~ully admiiting" the principaf, he ~houl~gi.~e
kma~edit~ie effect ioit SO far ordy~ ~.s he c~!d
do so e0nstitnfiona]ly. On an examination
of the Comfi~ution Act with this esl~e~ci~
vlew,’it bee~am~:e:m_anifes"t, in .the first~l~ce,
that the Act of~he Imperial Parliament makes
no specific provision for Ministerial ~,espon-
~ihiJ, i.ty in ~tl~e exel~cise 0f.the Gov.el:nor s funlc~
tions i and, se~Qndly, ~hot it ,doe~ :e, o nt:ain a
provision whereby the same val!~ty :~s given
to certojn, existi.ng RoYal Ir~structlons as it7

they had be.ej0 part 0ftl~e Act itsel~ Thrpugh-
o.ttt .the ’ dis.a.ussjons on ithis subject: Wl~et~er
in the Hou~gs of the .b’egislatureor in ~he

Executive Council, the constitutional force
of these Royal .~[nstructlons has been taken
.for ~jranted hy everybody. The Officer ad-
ministering the ~overnmont was led to
believe tkat those Instructions absolutely
preclude *him from establishing Ministerial
Responsihiiity in? a Complete/form, and, in
p~rticular, by tbrbidding him to disturb any
tenure.of offic~e ’derived f ’’~m her Majesty’s
Sign Manual, until be sl,:~!t recgive from her
¯ Majesty e~press direction or’ permission to set
aside appointments made by herself, Ac-
cordingly, when the Officer administering the
Government held communication with gen-
tlemen supposed to enjoy the confidence of
the House, with a view to the introduction
into the Executive Cotincil of some members
of the ~louse of Repreaentatives, he made
them fully and distinctly acquainted with his
opinion as to the limits of his power with re-
gard to ~ictua! holders of office. In that opinion
he supposed those gentlemen to concur with-
out qualification or reserve ; and, on the basis
of that opinion, M~li,.stefi .al arrangements were
made, which are described by the correspon-
dence that took pla0e at the timq, a copy 0f
Which, numbei;ed 4 and 5, is appended tothis
Message. Those documents were laid before
the House of Representatives, who, after
ample dis, cussipn of the new Ministerial art
rangements, expressed-te the O~cer adminis-
tering the Government, by a tbrmal address
(No, 6 in the appenhis) the high satisfaction
and deep sense of obligation towards him
with w~eh they regarded 1)i, p~’o.m~t and un-
reserved Compliance Wit~ their~iesirethat
Ministeridl Respon~ltty ’in the conduct of
Legislavi.ye and Executiv~ proce(eelings by the
.Governor Should be established Withpu. t delsy.
Th¢ practi~l limits ~of ~he ,~once,0~i.op of the

H~uC~le w.ere as ~c~rd~al’ly ~cfpt~.d ~F thes e ~s by .tha ~ew blbgtd~ ~vlves.
. T.h~s ar~angerae~t, .eo~np~eted on the 1 ~h
of~lane, appeared to give unlve~,~l s~i~fuc-
tion, until, on or about the 29th June, the
Ministers asked the O~eer administering the
Government to exceed that arrangement, by
adding to the Executive Council a mem-
ber of the Legislative Council, .who might
thus represent the Government in the latter
body. In order to faeilitate the transaction
of Legislative husiness, the Officer admi~s-
~ring the ~,over~ament ;i~ti~oglv cqm-
p!~ed ~v~h this r.eque~.t ; arid in .doing ~o 1V~
eL~eeeded the original M~n,istqHal .a!lrange-
~ent, by,giving ~o the new advises of the

.Qot~u.eil.
Agoin, when .~lr. ~Be~, the .mew~l~er of the

,Exeeu~e Councll who hind hee0a ~o ,~ppqiut,
ed, was called aw~,y by d~mestlc circum-
stances ,immediately Mter haying appeared in,

t~e xGoye~no~e~nti:ins~.nfly a~l e~gerfu21y as-
sented to the appoi~atn~ent of Mr. ~9~tley as
a.memhex both .of the F~ecutiye anti Of tl~e
Le~slative C.ouncils~ ...... .

So far as tile ~get ~d~m~.isteri~g the ,Go
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midahle opposition" which they encountered
in the Houses of the Legislature, and which
threatened to put a stop to the public
business. Tids fact was first brougb~ to
the knowledge of the Officer administering.the
Government by the Memorandum in question.
Till he read that document, he had been led
to believe that the Ministers were steadily
supported in the House of Representatives by
large majorities; and though he was aware
that their proposaTs were sometimes criticized
and opposed by small minorities, he imagined
that such opposition arose]from the.natural
working of representative institutions, andiwas
not merely harmless, but serviceable as the
means of subjecting important legislative mea-
sures to scrutiny by the elected guardians of the
public interests. With respect to the Legisla-
tive Couneil,~.:he has be¢m assured;not only
that it has exhibited no organized opposition to
the measures proposed by the Government,
but that, on the contrary, a member of the
Government in the House of Represehtatives,
speaking in that House, recently thanked the
Legislative Council for having improved s~me
measures sent to them by the Representative
House, and expressed his hope that they would
continue to afford such valuable assistance in
the work of legislation. The Officer Admin-
istering the Government assures the House,
that he was never by anybody told of any
Formidable opposition to the Government in ei-
ther House of the Legislaturej and that he is
still at a loss to understand the statement, with
regard to such opposition, in the memorandum
of Mr. Fitzgerald and his colleagues. He
was also totally unconscious that the House of
P~epresentatives had exhibited any di~osition,
still less a general determination, notS’to grant
the supplies necessary fdr carrying on the
service of the Government, unless he should
consent to a total departure from the Minis-
terial arrangements for which the House had
expressed [o him its warmest thanks. Atmay
rate, these facts were suddenly communicated
to him, andso much in the form of pressure
upon his ]udgmeut that he could not be blind
to a sudden change of .mind on the part of the
authors of the memorandum. He could not
doubt that, for reasons of which ~he was him-
self unconscious, they had repented of their
consent to the original ministerial arrange-
men~, and that they were insisting, and
with something like a threat of deplo-
rable consequences if he refused, on
obtaining for more than the agreement into
which they had deliberately entered with him.
Nor could he fail to be struck with the manner
in which the resignations of those gentlemen
were presented to him. It was settled on
Tuesday the 1st August, that the final consi-
deration of the difference between them and
him should take place at a meeting of the
Executive Council at 3 o’clock on Wednesday
the 2nd. But before noon on that day, Mr.
Sewell’s resignation was delivered, and it was
followed, after an interval, but before 3 o’clock,
by those of Mr. Weld and Mr. B~rtley, At

the appointed meeting for three o’clock, Mr.
Fitzgerald alone attended ; and it was only
when the Officer administering the Government
declared that his opinion was unchanged,
thereby shewing that the successive resignations
of Mr. Sewell, Mr. Weld, and Mr. Ba~tley,
had not affected his judgment, that
Mr. Fitzgerald’ then and there wrOte and
presented his own resignation.

The above statement of facts, which are
within the knowledge of the Officer Adminis-
tering the Government, will, he trusts, satisfy
the House, that it is not their duty to sustain
the late Ministers in their ditFerence with him.
For two reasons in particular, he should feeI
deep regret if their natural feelings of disap.-
pointment at thepresent stoppage of the busl-
nes~ of the Session, and at the~present down-
fall of such ministerial responsibility as he can
consent to, should induce’thtm to view his
conduct in an unfavourable light. In the
first place, he cannot conceal from himself
that, if the House should deliberately adopt
the Memorandum of.:the lit of August, the
unhappy events whidfa are therein hypotheti-
cally predicted, or, at any rate, events which
it is equally painful to contemplate, could
scarcely be averted, whnst unquestionably
the Session would be lost, and long delays
must ensue before the colony could reap the
benefits of legislation by its General Assembly.
Secondly, though this, he acknowledges, is
quite a minor consideration; and one which
he is not entitled to press on to the notice of
the House, he °should himself incur a severe
disappointment of the pride and~pleasure, which
he has felt in supposing that the successful
initiation, at least, of Responsible Govern-
most would take place during his tenure of
office as Her Majesty’s representative in New
Zealand.

He earnestly implores the House, to weigh
with calmness and circumspection the ques-
tion which this Message submits to them ; and
he relies with confidence on their being de-
sirous of at least attempting to get through
the Session beneficially forthe Colony, by the
aid of that amount of Ministerial responsibi-
lity, more than which it is rot at present in
his power to a~ in establishing, and which,
by their Address to him of the 21st June,
they declared to-be satisfactory under the cir-
cumstances. And he hel~y e~gages to take
into his most serious and favourable consider-
atioa any suggestion having that object in
view, which they may please to present to him,
either by Address, or through a Member of the
House enjoying his confidence.

He suggests that, at any rate, the House
should pass a measure for the complete estab-
lishment of Responsible Government, similar
in principle to those which are ,known to have
been framed by the legislatures of Jamaica, and
one or two of the Australian Colonies. Such
an Act, it is scarcely necessary for him to add,
must of course be reserved for Her Majesty’s’
assent according to the provisions of the Con-
stitution Act,

|
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The Officer administering the G ov.erumentI .we f~ mat it)J,~m b: premature at go ~iy a~’lo~ or
cannot but express his persuam0n,, that, under j me s~s,on,:o en~e~+’uJ+mi all the v+ariou,’n~jee~.~x ~
any circumstances, the House will be ’india- [. your .zxceuencr hes~,pleas~ ;odi~ct ot~aiteaU~l last,
pmm~ to separa(e without ac[ding ~orne,u~f~l’~ we ~,re to ~pnm ~ wish to m-o~at~, ia the..m~tcoronal menn~, with your g~ju~ttaney, in ~rr~ing h~ effent
~ures to the Ver~ sntall araouai’ hf-;, le-,[ ~e~ate~ef vo~i~ my U]~t~r~&mrm’+med on asmm~L~-,
gin|alien whi~ch had.as yet been ae¢om~!ied’F~ ~n~,to the,Colony’ at~/r~//~nS ~ot~/~eVeral PrC~i~.ot
without making mme:prbviaion for tl~. J ~hich,,. it: is com~o~ed;’ /~ ’t? ?,U~ #0el -~.the~ whea, ve~ mess#tea may ~ ~: to" the~’~m.
priatiun Of the public revenues bet~een t’he ~y ~our Excellency’a Government, sball~ the~rmit res.’

General and the Provincial Government~ ;
pectf~ and patient consideration.

or without settling, though in an imps/feet
manner. ~ for but,temporary purposeS, other

~In order that the Ho~se may h~a~e before
them at one view all the documents~ which
relate to the *nbjectof this Message, th~will
be appended to it ~n the order of tlic~r dates.

In communicating with the House by Mes-
sage on ’the subject of a ministerial crisis, the
Ottlcer administering the Government,has be,en
guided by numerous preceden’a and more es-
pecially by the example of the late Lord
Melcalfe; who, as Governor of Canada in
1843, upon the resignation of a Ministry,
contlucted all @ommunications between~ him-
relf and ihe H0iis~ of Assembly on tlie subjdcb
bymeans of original Messages from himself,
and Me,sag¢~ ia answer to Addresses from ~e

case. Copies of the voluminous documents
ia question a~e now in the hands of the 3D~cer
administering the Government. "

Fmally, the Officer Admimstering tim O~~

v~,ame~ +d~+ h~es to the House his un~altereci"
ad~hfenc~t’o~the principle of Responsible’. :Go,
vernment; and he once more assures thdhl Of
his most earliest’hope that the ~ilnited practical
ap~!icatioll u[ that principle, which, frmtt first~

may not he, rejected by them. "tie tiger"ore
again expresses his trust that the House may
see fit to abstain from coming hastily to any
coac~ioi| ,m the subject of this ~[essage# the t
may,,on the contrary, bestow upon it th’e calm
and p~Cie,t considerat ca which it has le¢eived
from himself.

R, H. WYNYARD,
Ot~cer Administering the Government.

Guvernnlent House, Aucl~iin~t; ¯ ,
August 6th, 1854.

~EI~CLOSUR~S.

To His Excellency the O~¢er e~ii~inkRering the govm’nment ,i
of_the Islands ~f New gerund,.
May it pleaef.~d~our ~ceU~m~.--

We, ~e House o~ Representatives of New Zea~nnd, in
Par!hament ~ambled, ~it¢ to exprest tO your Excellency our
grateful thanks for the Address with which your gxcellenc~/ I
has been pieced to inaugurate the opening, of the tint+ General ]
Asse~bl~ of New Zealand, .... :, ,.,

We ~b"~ially unite in the language of congratulation ~ith [
wh!~c/h y0nc Ex~er~y he~ been .pleased te refer to the p~
]perRy which I~rVU~k,s all Fart~ of this Colony; and w~ ~h~fim]

w~tn ~he va6m~ .,.,~v~0e~t~to the Jmtice of your Excelleney’s |
expressions. W~eute~tai,a the:strongest convictions that undei"
the liberal institutions which have been bestowed on this Cdh~- ̄
ny by the English Parliament, that prosperity will be fostered
and e~xt~mded.

gt~tt~ly appreciating tlm diffi.cult~ of your Excellency~s posi-
tion, mad the r~po~nsibnlty Of initiating ~ course of policy,
during your temps.sty adm~rt~tratiou o~ rthe Gove~ment~
we destrl~ to record our deep and lasting sense of the g/e~t
benefit which your Ex<eell4~ has conferred on the Colony by
~onvening the General Assembly at the eaxliest possible period
a6er it became your duty to assume the Government of NeW
Zealand.

"r "
(Signed) CHARLES CLIFFORD,.

Speaker Of the Hotute of Representativ~b .
- True copy. ’"

1VO. 9. " - " "
A’rTon,~’Y OlgNlltAL~$ OPl!q|O~ ¯ - ""

¯ By therecent Act for granting a Rt~resent~ti,~ C~mgilutlo~to New ~enmnd, no provision h~ been n~ade fbr esta~thlng
++ Ministerial Responsibility hi the ~O~duct o~ Leai,llth’tl[ and
Exerutlve proceedings by the Governor.+’ ~ " , - .~

Byihe Royal Letters Patent (13lh September, I~,)
to.the Governor sul~eq.uently to the parsing,of the Act’, i~ il
provided that’the <~ovet~ment of the Colony ~thell b~e b~lmird~.
tered by a Governor un~+iustr~ctitms:from the CrnWlb ~ ’~
with the advice and asai~tai~ce of ~ ~titi~e Co~ll+ct~ t + , :
l~Y, the Royal Instru<;tions of tl~’~d~k~{lath"~, +

,+ ana accompanying file Govml~’~ eomiildg~til~.
dermentioned .persons are nomilfii~ an~, a:p’lmiltl~t+ l~,p+t~al+.
Crown to be mem~0f the Executive ’Counellb thnt ~lay/ ’

The Senior Mtii~ay Omcer in command of H’oi" ~Mail~t~ti,-’
Forces. .+ - ..... , ¯ .: .,+

The Colonial Secretary, or the pmaon acting in th~ Capacity.-
The Attorney-General Or tJ~e pCrsou.acting i~,tha~t~aatity.
The Treasurer,. or,the~ :actmg;,/nL~ty. , , ,

And such otl~er permns ,d~tl~e~:~t~ltl~ to be quail-,

excepting, such as may ha,-proposa~d, b6’ the Gov~not ;--~nd’
that it shall be competent for:the Governor, allhnug~ he ma~’
dissent fro~ the up nigr~ oLthe~oc imrt, or of:thi wh~, ,
the (~6Unci’l, ~to ~t~ the po~,~,~x~l up0p llim~ ~ olP" ¯

¯ ..l~t ~ any member of the .42ouncU mm iecord on. the-, ;
mtnutea the reasons of ang.advice heresy give, wnd that tt ,
shaH I~ p .eremptncy on the Governor in such caseimmed~tett,
to transmR to the Crown a ful/cxphmtion and g copyo/’.such .’
n~uotes. ¯, . - ,+ ~ ++,,~z _
tiBY the terms of his Co mmJssi~,.a~d.h~ the Royal;in+++ . "

ous accompanying it, ~e Gov~-himNlf’is mad~<liteel~. "
respousible to theCrown, and noff~ec is given te hL~.t~ dr+
l~lgat~ his authority, or to relieve hi~lf fromsttch respmmi.
hilit~ in the conduct of the duties of his office’. " " "

By the same Instruments the memb~s of the ExeCutive
Council are also made respOusible to the Crown.

. + .Neither by the Constitut[oj~ A~ or.l~ theln" ~uadl~.
the enthority ,of which he adminlet~t ~~klil.
any provision ~ ma~le for eml4~l~g.the fi~’t~~i]~i~t

MInlsteri~ll Responmbillty in’.tl~ im~dlw, t ~lf Lel~ti~e
Executive proceedinss by’the Governo~." " ,- :

Looking to the provisions of the ConsUl/orion Act, {seetio~
,~, ~6,I.hy which it is ms©ted thet. the Governor may’by tae~.

oUl~Rtr~psmit tO either the LesisiativeCtoun¢il nc to thez ~t pl~mntat]ves for their considlmplsiomb-the draft+ of il~y
laws, which it may appear to him to be desirable ’te iaitmdu~s
and that he may alSo.make.such arrougemm ~ may
expenient in auy bill which may-lmvebe~a tmied:by th~Oann’~.

~and House, and return the same for their ~onsidera’tion;
oxm~ to the recommendatiota.contaiMd in the Kepo~of.t~ ,

Co:~t tt~.of tI~e Board=of, ’1’~, ai)4 Plalflations o~ ’,I~ plag-pus estantim~’mens nz a RepresentativeLegiltlaturo fer.thi.+4~

:[ i~°°d Hope,,~tch appears to have ~ undec th~’litolilli
+. .~. uoverum~t, when~ t~ tl~’of’d~

de~isioi~ df the fiamer’s o~ ii~/’Aeti~1~wa~ not n~ry
that the Executive should be represented either in the Legis.
lath, e Council or in the House of Representatives, and that it
was intended by them to+it the Governor should not:only exer.
else the power of assenting to or ditCtli~wlng the Legislative
measures of the Legislative, Council a~l the House of ~.
sen.t~tives but that he should- fro’re+all I~tiVe 8mico-o~d/.Im*,~
blanch of the Assembly,. and. wit:h- the Ildvice,q~l,~.~st~xe of
the Executive Council, taken ¢[irect mmd-d~tiact aharniD.the
busii~ess of the /~egislaturc. With n genera| desire on the put t
of the members of the, A’~mb.IF t0 carry out the apparant-in.
tentions of the framers of lhe Act ; it would be pomiblethough
difficult to carry th~ough.tl,e Chambers the Legisia~.i~¢ tnc~



sores nece~ary for giving effect to the po!icy of the Govern-
ment; but in the absense of a co-operative spirit on their part
it would be impracticable successfully to conduct through the
two branches of the Legislature the most ordinary Government
bilsf~egs. From the recent debates in the House of Representa.
ttw-s it is obvichls that the members of that House are not
p?epared cordially to acquiesce ill any arrangement for the cou-
d0ct of the public business in the Assembly which shall render
unnecessary the presence in the Legislature of ally representa-
tfc~a of the Executive Government.

"It cart scarcely be doubted that the absence of any p~’ovision
for securing that the Executive should be represented in the
L,egialgutre~ia a defect in the Act, aud the practical question is,
"shethec it is now within the power of the Officer adminis-
tering the Government to remedy the defect.

In the absence of any practical difficulty the most simple
course would have been for the Officer administering the Go-
vernment to select from the members of the Assembly three
]persons who enjoy the respect and confidence of the country,
and ~Who..Would be prepared to carry out the policy of the Go-
vecnmenh and to ~ppoint such persons to the offices of Colo-
nial Secretary, Attorney-General, and Colonial Treasurer.
But the difficulty which stands in the way of such an arrange-
merit a~ises from the fact that the present holders of these of-
flees hold virtually permaneut appointments, which in the ab-
eenceofmi~maduct on their parts they can hardly be called
upon to resign and not having been required by the then Go-
vetoer to eecnce their election for a seat in the House of Repre-
sentatives before the General Election, they could not be re-
quired, to vacate their offices merely becau~ they should no~
beable to secure their election by any particular coustituency,
Wen if a .vacancy were made in order that the experiment
might be tried.

It would be desirable however thai the Officer administering
the government, if he remains in office ; and that a new
Governor, ifu successor be appointed, should be in a position to
call to his Councils, and to appoint to the principal offices of
Govegnm~t p~sons in whom the country would confide to
give free scope to the full developement of the new constitution.

An act to be passed by the Assembly for secuving to the
present holders of these offices, a reasonable provision m the
event of their retirement would probably tend to tlm attain-
meat of that object.

It would further be competent for ,the Officer ad-
mini~terivg the Government under thn authority of
the Royal Instructions~ at once to add te the
EXe~tiVe CoRneLS snch~nther .perso~ u’he may deem
qualified and capable to advise him. By this means it would
be within his power to secure in some measure the representa-
tion of theGovernment in the Legislature. With this object
two or ~hree members having seats in the Assembly might be
appointed provisionally members of the Executive Council, to
form the recognised organs of communication between the
Executive and the Legislative. The persons selected for this
]pnrpose without being appointed at present to any specific
oNcm might: be charged with the duty of conducting the Go-
vernment business through the two chambers, with tim duty
of ~g, introducing, and superintending in their progress
such bills as may be necessary for giving effect to the policy of
the government t of preparing a financial statement and the
neec~ary m~ures for giving it practical effect. To enable the
persons entrusted with theseduties to discharge them efficiently,
it would be essential that the Officer administering the Govern-
Inent should giye them his confidence and cordial support, as a
return for laborious service, and further to secure their res-
ponsibility, it would be desirable that they should be adequately
paid. It would also be indispensable that one of their number
should be an able aud experienced lawyer.

These legislative members of the Government it is to be
prescmed would take office only on the condition of holding
their appointments so lone as they should retain the confidence
of the Legislat~se, As regards the Crown their appointmentS
being, made under the authority of the Royal Instructions
would be provisional tufty, and subject tO be confirmed or dis-
allowed by the Crown.

In the meantime sod during the continuance of the Session
at le~h It would probably tend to the public convenience that
the present Secretary, Attorney-General, and Treasurer, should
continue to hold their offices and to transact the ordinary and
current business of their respective departments.

In the absence of special authority from Her Majesty’s Go-
vecnment, it is not I think within the power of the Officer ad-
ministering the Government to take any measures for carrying
into effect the resolution of the House of Representatives,
farther than to prepar~ the way for opening the principal
offices of the Government to new men, and in the mea~qtime
and as a temporary measure, to add two or three members of
the Assembly to the Executive Council, for the purpose of es-
tablishing n recognised and responsible medium of communica-
tion between the Executive and Legislative branches of the Go*
comment.

The course thus suggested is not free from objection ; and it
would no doubt be uttendeJ with some difficnlty and incon.
venie.~ce; it proceecls however as far as consistently with his

powers and duties, and e~peclally with hls position as temporary
administrator of the G~arnrn’ent, he ca~1 I th~nk prudently k
advised to proceed.

Looking to the views and expectations of .the members of the
Legislature now assembled from all’parts of the col0ny, there is
no reasonable ground to believe that in the absence of any m~a-
sure for securing the representation of the Executive in the "
Assembly that the most ordinary and necessary business of the
Governn~ent can~ be successfully conducted through the Cham-
bers,’seeing .~e strong tendency to’ ProVincial independence.
Believing that if the General Government be not strengthened
tha ~entral authority will become virtually powerless ~ and that
if the power of the General Government be not ’now increued,
the opportunity will be lost of limiting and defining the powers
of the Provincial Executive. Seeing, too, that the temper of
the House is as yet moderate, and "that there appears to be a
dispasitiou on the part of the members to work cordially with
the Government, if met in a eouciliatory spzrit ; and believing
thatill feeling once aroused would be followed for years by a
mischie~,’ou$ and unprofitable agitation. I think that if the
course above .suggested would secure the ~maintenenca of har-
monious relations between the Executive and Legislative bran-
ches of theGovernment, His Excellen.ey would, under all the
circumstances of the,case, exercise a sound discretion in adopt-
ing il~ (~/igtmd~ WI LLIA)/I" SWAINSON,

A t t omey.GeneraF.
June 5, 185L

No. g.

TO His Excellency the Officer Administering ’the Government
of the Islanda ef New-Zealend.

May it please your Excellency,--
W,x, the Ho~ase of Representatives, approach your Excel-

lency for the purpose of submitting to you the accompanying
resnlntion which has been adopted by this house,* and we res-
pectfully pray that your Excellency may be pleased~to take it
into your serious and early consideration.

¯ (Signedl CHAS. CLIFFORD,"
¯ Sptaker.

House of Representatives,
Auckland, June 6lh, 1854.

Tuesday, June fith, 1854.
Resolved--

That a respectful address he presented by the Speaker to the
Officer Administering the Government, pr~ying that His Ex-
cellency will be pleased l~o take the following re~alutien .into
his serious and early consideration, viz. : - That amongst .the
ob)ects which this house desires to see accomplished without
delay, both as an essential means whereby the General Govern-
ment may rightly exercise a due control over the ’Provincial
Governments, and as a no less indispensable means of obtaining
for the General Government the confidence and attachment of
the people, the most important is the establishment of Min-
isterial Responsibility in the conduct’ of ~ Legislat.i:~/~ .:nud
Executive proceedings by the Governor.

I rrue extract.}
( Signedi CHAS. "CLIFFORD,

Speaker.

M~ss,~oz No. 3.
Government House, Auckland 7th June, 1854.

The Officl~r Administering the Government has received the
address of the House of Representatives praying that he will
be pleased to take the following resolution into his serions and
early consideratiou "That amongst the objects which this
house desires to see accomplished without delay, both as an
essential means whereby the General Government may rightly
exercise a duecontrol over the Provincial Government, and ,is a
uo less indispensable m cans of obtaining for the General Govern-
ment the confidence and attachment of the people the most im-
portantis the establishmer, t of Ministerial Responsibility in the
conduct of Legislative and Executive proceedings by the Gover-
nor."

The Officer administering the Government begs tO assure the
house that he will approach the consideratiou of the ~ubject
with a sincere desire to giveeffect as far as it may be in his
power to do so to the views of the house embodied in the
above resolution.

(~igncdt R.H. W~’NYARD,
Officer Administering the Government. "

To the Honorable the Speaker of the
House. of Representati yes.

Wednesday~ June 7th, 185-I.
Resolved--

That this house desires to record the expression of its highest
satisfaction with the message this day read from His Excellency
the Officer administering the Government in reply to the
Address of the house on the subject of Ministerial Respon-
sibility.

(True extract.}
(signed) CHAS. CLIFFORD,

Syeaker.



f ,.~ " ~ ~ ’No, ’4. there rese~tativeofthe Crownshall int|matetoh|m tbk( th’~ 
...... In~erestl bf’the"Colony, would be prom0t~i by hlt fim~ ~0, ..,

: .~,g.dlenee ~ your Excel~cy ~ commands,I>have .¢~.- " Id~h 3une; 18S4. ’ " . : ,
mtthieitmd.,wiih’,tl~o~e gL~nt/emen~wfio w0ul#, I cone~i~e~ be ~ True copy, . . : :
aM~-~o~r.cmduct.tl~ i~IatlVe l~Iv~ss of the Govem m~t ~ ’ A.~ S~ R~c~MO~n, i ...~. " -
tim House of: RtR~es~mtatlw~,: arid ~#ould be willin~ t0 accept Aksistant*~’flvtte Se~’mta~. " " ;
~ges~,:ta the Exec~tlve~Coh~i for that purpose, and I have the (Copy.)’ ¯ NO. ~. ’ ~’~ .~" ",; .,~ ~ . .... ~,-
honor to name td~.~yot~r ~tec~llency F. A: Weld,"Es~, and H. The Attorney-Gener~fl having been a]~0~ by th~,Cro~, ~ ,
Sewell, ~Esq,~ wh~tv~tber With myself, are ready to under- concei~himsel~; to’be an o~eer responsible Io the Cro.w,m But ..
take that tesk~ , . ~ , : that either with or without any retiring~ provision whareyer~ ~f-

I beg at the same time to represent to your Excdllency that the R~nresetitative of the Crown shail intimate to him that the
it would materially facilitate the conduct of legialatton,~ e~rl t,,.~,~.o.~, of ~h~ P’ublic Service "or~of Her Majesty’s ~o|Op~
would tend tO ~tain t~e, ~.~te~l co~dence of the ~ if & ~ ,~e~t~ W~uld be ~pr~ ~by hi~ rvhr~-n/eht, ~wdl lie~y

snhaMtant ofA~ckland, andmapomtsen toreprm~t the~’- , : (sigr~ed} WILLI~,~W~INS.,q~,L....
cial interests of the Auckland COmmunity, at the same time I " A~toi~y-GeiierM.
vegvet~kb~t.~l k~h~able at present to "name such a person to [ 10~h ;/u~e, 1854. -
Tour Excelieocy,"b~’I hdpe to be able to do soin slew
days.

ln, e~’epti~g office for the above’purpase, 1 am ~o txl~reeson
rn]~ own part and that.of my ~c~llleagues, :that ~e dd zd oh the
nqde~’tat!ding that in ecc0rdan~e with the arrangemeht su~,
gaited by the Attorney-General, a "Bill sha|l "be tmraediatety
in,t~oduced into the House of Represeniatives’i f6r ’t~ pUrpo~
ol~securing to the present holders of t~e offices 6f Secretary,
Treasurer, and Attor.ey-General such compensat~)n as’~th’e
H~se may deem to be fair and reasonable upon a Tull cons~i-
de~ati0n o£ their respective claims, trod that those gentlem~a
ehall ,~edg~ .tbeir offices as soon a~ "the ’coavenien~’~ ~e ~m~llc
~et~vice shall require it. -

I ha*e ~he hon0ur to be.
¯ - 8Jr,

With the greatest respeCt,
~’~tr Exeel~enc~’a most obedient

humble servant,

" (Sig~edl JAMES EDWARD F/TZ~I~R/~LI~.
To His Excellency " "°

The Officer Admin~4erjnbr - ¯ " "

the Govermuent.

.. No. ’~.,

,GovernmelK House,
Auckland. June 10. t854,o

~ommun|eafion’of this oay’s date, and in re,terence t hea~et~beg
to ~tate l’am happy tofind yo~ ~ist~se~l and enabled te carry
out the proposition made toyou by me, on receiving a resolu-
tmn from the Hduse of~ R~l~esentatives in connection with the
,desire of that bo~h~ for a system of Responsible Governmeutl
and to acquaint you that 1 shah have pleasure in appointing
you, and the two gentlemen named by you, to seats in the Ex-
ecutive Council, provisionally, till the pleasure of Her Majesty
is known thereon~: and be prepared moreover to repom in you
my entire confidence, while carrying on the Legislative busi-
ness of the Government through the Assembly,

The intcodttction of a fourth member into the ExeCutive
~Cou6eil, I ~ive uncalled for at present. It might embarrass
the officer a~pointedto retie’re me, and, ou the other hand, the
int~d~t Of" ~ Auckland community can never fail to enjoy
prot~tl0~ ~wldle the existing members retain their seat# in the
Executive Council.

With re~ar~’to the third and last point alluded to, I feel
¯ ~onvint’~d ybli will agree with me in the inexpediency of my

~isturbiy~g in any way, a~’temperarily administering the Go-
vernment, the position of those now iu office ; at all events till
] amhonoured with the views of her Majesty’s Horne Govern-
rnen~ on the steps 1 have already taken, lu the meantime I
lmve not failed to make known to the geotlemeu concesued the
tenor of your concluding paragraph, i~ reference to which, no
he~dtatiOn, I find, exists on their parts, to meet the’require-
4n~ts bf Her M~jesty’$ (~overnment, s~ will be seen by the
enclosed cople~ ~f n~t’l have received f~om them on the sub-
ject..

| have the honor, &c., .
~L ~H. W’YN~ARD~ "

Officer Administering
the Government.

To J. E. Fitzgerahl, Esq.,
&C,, &C,,

Auckland.
Trde COl)y,

A, S. RICHMONn,
Assistant Private Secretary.

~Copy.) No. t.
The Colonial Secretary will be "prepared, on a reasonable re-

~irin~provlsim[beihg made for him, to rbsign his o/rice, when

True copy. ~ ,
A. S. R/cnMo~n, , . ,

A~i~;tar~t P~ivate’ SeCtary. :~ ’ - "

(Copy.) ~ No..3.
" ~ the CrownThe Colonial Treasurer having been appointed

will he prepared, p~,vide~L,an Act be passed by the -Assembly. "
making fitting provision for his retirement, immediately to te~’" ,~
der his res|gnation to the Crown. ~tnd upon the confirmation of :~
such Act by the Crown, and "the acceptenze of big t-e~ignatio~. ¯

be prepared immediately-te give up Office*
t

(Sigr, ed} ALEX~.NDEI~ sHEPHliIRD, *
Colo~i/I Tre~mr~;"

10th June, 1854,
True copy, ’

A.’S. RICUMONIY,
Assistant Private Secretary.-

¯ No. ~/~- ¯ .... "
re H~ Z=ceil~cy the’Omce~ ~.g’the ~v~nmeut.

The iH,o’use Of Rep~ti;es ~lttmbly ~l~proa¢l~~ year Ex~;. ,
¯ the Offic~’r ~"’d ~inis~ m" the Go~,ern’menl "and p1"a~ 0/atle.c~. ,, A.ra .. ; g ...... :’- ; ....

yon~-Exedl~cy will be pleased to accept an eXp,~re~stan of t.~,l~..
high~t~isfaction mid deep sense of obligation towaras .you wtm . :

.unreser~;ed~c~m*p|isnce with’ thelr, desire, that l~inmtermt It~
spohsib]fity in the c~nduc( ~0f L~isl~ti~ve and Executive p r0~

ceedin~ q~Y’i the Goy, cruor shbuld be established wlthon~d~ayY ~ ....

I~ouse of Representattyes, ..
Auc~Am~l,June ~116 1854, i

(Copy.) NO. ~r/or A. =

CONFIDENTIAL MIgM~RANDUM.

At the commencement of the present ~m!on of the Gent, re
Assembly a debate took’~la’ce upon ~a rmolu’t!on asserting the
necessity 0f a recognition of the prlneiple o£ Responszble Goy- ,
ernment~ in the sense in which that term is understood in the
Constitution of England~ and has been recently acted on in aH
the British Colonies in ~v~ich reprecentative i~tituti~, are
established That resolution aft~ a debate ~’ seveT~al d~y~ :"
was adopted by the House Of ~ep~asen, tattvell with I#t~t one
dissentient voic~

His Excellency, with the advice of His Executive Cou,cil,
then determined tO meet tbeiviews of the house, by admitting,
to th~ Executive Council three members of the House ~of
Represeutatlves who should held their offices so~ long as th/ey
contld command the assent of the majority of the legislat~iVe
bodies; but it was understood at ’the same ti~e that the
arrangement thee made should be consldered to be a provisional
one, as a step towards the final establishnlent o~ the!new sys-
tem of Government so soon as the public service should ren-
der the complete change necessary; It wag farther determined
tha| the .qttorney-Geneml, whor h~ ~Sn appointed to be the
SpeWer of the Legislative Council, should conduct the Govern*.

menV business in that house ~nd it was’*assumed that his
position as~Speaker wo~ld fee’S1 no obstacle to.his doing s.o~
In.~’ s~tort ~ime, hm~¢v~, t~ d|mtti~.a¢flon~f~..the Legi~lativ.e
Council at such an arrangement, rendered it necessary that a
fourth member should be added to the Executive Council with
a seat in the Upper House, charged with the conduct of the
Government business in that body. After full consideration
His Ex~elleney coincided in the necessity of that arrangem~!.

In this manuer the Government was.conducted for ~ome~ee~s
with harmony and success ; Several irq4~ortant Bills brought in
by the Government, imperatively necetsm-y for the cons@llda-"
tion and adjustment of the p0wers granted by the Constitution
Act, were passed, or carried through several stages.,

But as the Session adv’aneed,’ flew Circumstances arose A
formidable opposition w~ formed, which, although hitherto



su~cssfuIIy met by the Government, rendered it more than
doubtful whether the publi~ busine~ could be much !ange~
¢o~ducted in the Houses of the Legislature, except by a strong
and consistent Gov~mment composite of the holders of the
principal ofl~U in the Executi~,e. It became every day more
aplm~tt that t]ie a~te~pt to condu~t the Govasument in the
Legislative hou~ of the Assembly, by others tfian the heads of
the principal Dcp~stment~ coul~ not but fail ;. aud~ three the
tempererT expedient adopted, could not 10ng succeed.

It is to be observed, that, that attempt was one never haler,,
trie~l ; there, being no instance of a colonial government beinb~
conducted in the Legislature except by the Execrative Officers of
the gov~’nment in person.

The re~uit of the l~’~¢eedln~ of a Committee of the ho~e
on the subject of the ~ubli~ revenues and expenditure since the
e~pik’ation of the last" Appropriation Bill. ten months sgo,
tended materially to Iessen the confidence of the hOUse and, the
public in the government as at present roost(anted.

Thepublic have had before them in a definite and tangible
shap¢~ the existence end the results of a policy in the m~lag~
meat at the revenues, in the admimstratiou of" the Crown
lauds, and, in various departments of the ]~ublic service,
which are eminently distasteful to theg~eat mass of tl~la popu-
lation.

The result has been the gro~tl¢ ~f a general feeling of
an~ity tu the ~nds of the public, both i~ and urea of the
Houses of" the Assembly, as to the eond~et of the pu~ic lm~i.-
lsess of the ¢ountrvraed a general determination, wl~cb there
it" ~’esy reason to believe e~i~ts~ on the part, not on,ly of the
opponents of the go, cerumen, bu.t also of its suppo~te~ in the
h~use, not to grant the st~ppl~ics n~sar~ to carry ~r~ th~
service of the governm~t, Wnlesa upon the constitutional
~eeupRy {desired laura, the’presence of the principal holders of
office in the Houses of the Leg(el tture and the responsibility o~
their tenure of those offices) that the administration of the go.
vesnment would for the future be conduct¢~ in accordance
With the will 0f the Legislature.

This feeling has been increased by the conslderaticm that h~
0he Bills laid before the House of Representatives by the go*
vernment, it has been found necessary to askfor way consi-
derable powers being entrusted to the Executive in the adminis-
tration of the fence?one which those Bills proposed, to c;eate ;
and it is argued wfth reason that~he Legislature wou~ not be
justified in granting s~th extensive ~d~ini~trative POwer, d~lt~s
~mple guaxan~e were afforded, thaf tho~ powers wov~ld b~
~’cisel under the cO~stit~tional cont~or of" ff~e Leg~i~e. "

Upon the whole it is apparent tb~ the government ~f the
CoinnKe~l ~e ~’lo~r~d~ O~’ti’~ I #e~nt footing g ~d
it it mote,than pro~5~bte ~at sI~o~T’d ~h~nt’ a~’an~,
continues a vary serious difficulty will be experienced ll~ bb-
raining the su pp]ies for tbepubl~C service.

The present holders of the uuofl~cial seats in the Executive
Council would he aetiug in neglect of their du’ty to hiS Exeel-
itm~ to their ¢onstitecota, and-te themsetv~, did they con-
tinue to hold-office trader an ~"rangemtnt of which the only
result must be to embroil tl~ ~xecutive with the Legislature,
at a moment when the whole interests of the colony are deeply
eonearoed iv co~ducting the GeVerm~ent wRh harmony.

There appear to be but three courses open. First, that the
]prt~tnr 9noi~cial members of" tr~e Ex~cot, ive Cnuncit should
be replaced by othe~, sl~o~l~[ nny s~eh be found, who witl
accept seats on the" Understating that the present arsangc-
meets Shall he ~eserved. Secondly. that the Government
shgll berestored to the old form, an¢~ shatl be carried on w~theut
any unofficial Memffers in the Execn tire Council. And thirdly
that the present holders of office shall resign,, end the" Govern-
ment be re-constituted on the ordinary responsible basis.

It is quite obvious that in the two t~rst of these eases an
homed(ate prorogation, probably a ~issolution of the G.enera$
As~’embly must to(low, and the Gevermue~tt of the ~olony
must be carried on for many months longer without any legal
apprOpriation of the pul~lic revenues. The orgmli~ation of the
public Departments consistently wit~ the requirements of the
New Constitution, a measure loudly called for by the present
state of all public business, ’must be d{layed for’a:z indefinite
time ; and a congict fraught with danger to the peace arid welt
being of file CoIony wilt inevitably arise between the General
and Prov*mci~$~oven~nent~ ; a conflict which cannot but en~
in tile augmentation of the powers of the htter to" such an
tent as seriously to endanger the unity of the Colony as a
whole,

The third course proposed will h~e an exactly oppe~te
result. The present holders of office have al~eady signified
their readiness to retire. It is understood as a ~/ne ~u~
that proper ponsions shalt be pre¢ided for them on
so doing. The pri~ciple is admitted that the tear,re of
these Offit~ is to be changed sd soon as the service of the co~m.
try shell demand ic. "1 hat is asserted by the Executive Govern-
ment Bill now before the House. The o~dy question left is one [
~f t~me, ~tid that consideration it is presumed is not one of such [
importance as te justify the risk of such grave consequences as,[
delay may produce. Under these circumstances that the wist, ss - Sir,--
sou~se, the eoua~e m,~st consistent with the I~t il~terosts t~£ the

country would be, that the preset h~ld~ of efface eTm~l@
place~heir reslgnatiom at His Excellency’s disposal, and thk¢
so ~tas the gx~¢’utiva. Government Bill shah ]’.ave passed~
His E~ceileney should accept" those resignations, and, sh~aIEl
appoint to the offices of Government ttmler that Bill, such
petlmns having seat~ in the Houses of the Leg~latu4~e ~ he-
may d~m best able m conduct the affairs o|,gov~’nment i~
ac¢or~a~ee wi~’~ the views of the L~gishtive bodies,.

[" J- E. FITZGERALD,,
~ii~ed~’ .J ¥.A. WELD,

T, 1~. BARTLE¥~
t H. S]~WELL.

R.S. RrcmmJ~l~.
Assistant P~’iva~e Secretary.

No, 8.
¯ "ol~nt~l Secretawy’~ Offlce~ A ttcg/andN

~st Augll~t~ Ig54,
Sfr,--

Havin~ rehoused, with th~oth~ Members e~ th~ Exe,,
t3ttive Cbuncil in advisiug your F-Ata~Imm~ to tak~sneh st~ "
as may be in your power for securin~ the r~s~mtatio~ of th~
Government in the Leg~slatm’e~by p~iOUs li~,ing seats’in thg"

.Assembly, I~ have now the honot~ to tend~ the resignation off
my office as Colonial Secretary of ~ Zealand-~ wbie’~ I hays.
helCfbr a period of upwards of ten y~s, iw,order that as fat’
as depends upou myself no diffi~-~ky may stand iu theway o~
the attainment of a~great pul~ic ohjec%~d $ h~ve t~ request
that ~our ~xceileuuy wfl~ be plaase~ to accept rny resign~tlo~
aseariy asthe public service will pernrit, in order thet mw ’
appointment may ~nterpose no difflcuRy i~ the’wa~ of the esta~
blishment of M~nlateria[’ Re~pomibitRy in the ¢~ndt~¢t og
m b]ie a~fairs~

I have the (sonora, &c.
~NDREW SINCLAI/~

Colonial Se~r emry
[True Cop3~.]

A. S- I{[CH.qO.’N’D,
Acti, ng Clerk of Ezecutive ~’Om~i~.

NO. 9,
If in th~pinion of the Legmlative Members of the ~xeel~

I~e Co.ud¢li it would tend to faglli~ the ent~detet of the Pub-
w l~a~mess through the Legislature during the premmt se~ion,,

the Attoroey-Gen~r~l ~ tl~tem fn ~t uoattlm~ to-~*- *^-~--

~ate inrougn tile l~xcelleney the resignation of his otfrce~ i~
order that so f~x as may depend upon himse]~ a full and fair
trial m~t~ as early ea po~ible De made o4[ the l~rinaipie of
Mia~ial Resp~ibility in the cobtfuct of the Government.

(Signed ~ WM~ SWAtNSOh~

A~let 1st, 18,54; At.torl~y-GeneralL
(True Copy)

A* S, RICHMOND~
Acting Cl~’k of Executive Cmmci4’.

No. 1O,

S~r,--
~eelkl~md, l~d Aog,~mt, I~4.

l beg re~pe~tf~rly to request t~t you~ gxeaB~cy will
be pleased to dcaept the resignatimt of my seat iu the’i~’th:utiv~
Couacik

I have the honour to be, &e.,¯
fSigned~ HP..~ Ky ~IgW EL/~

His Exeallency tim Officer Ad~lini~t~in~
¯ the Government.

(True eepy.) . " ..-.
A.S. [~ICHMO~D~

Acting Cl~k of ~gt,~ ~tve ~’0~ci]-

No. II.
¯ aeeative couherl ofllee,

Sir,-~ ~’4 A~ltSt, 1~4,
~s I feel that my presence in the Exeentive Councilea~

no lon#}er be of public ~rvi~e, I most respectfully beg to re-
sign my seat in that CountH iv [o your Excel~ency’s hand~,

I have the honour, &c..
(Signed] FREDK. WELD.His E~cellency the O~cer admi~dstering

the Government.
Trne eopy~)

Acting C]t~k of Executive Coinci .

NO, 12.
Auckland, 2nd August~ t854o

With every feeling o~~ rest.eft, I i~ave to. teguest that
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you will be pleased to accept the re~lgmttion of my seat in the
Executive Council.

I have the honoal~ &c., &e.,
{Signed) T.H. BARTLEY.

His Excellency theOfltcet-Admtnistering
the GOvernment.

( True copy.)
A. S. RICHMOND.

Acting Clerk of l~x~utim Council.

No. 13.
Reply to M/msomudum of the let Aul[u~t, 1854.

I~Iomt’4Me ~implo fact of accepting the r~ignation of the
Colonial Seerotary, and filling the position by a gentlemen from
the House of Repr~mtatives, I could not think of going. To
require the holders of office to resign their posts till I am
favoured with the views of the Crown ms the steps I have
taken, would not only be at variance with tim original under-
standing, and ~l~/ond what I conceive my powers to be, but a
want Of proper respect on my part to the Home authorities.

On uenming my present o~ee, I found chren reengnised Go-
vernment oi~cers as my advisers in the Igxocutive Council.
Circumstances occurred to induce me to introduce to that
council three members from the House of Representatives, and
subsequently a member from the Legtshttive Council, making a
filAJority of new’ members.

I found alsO, on comin~ into of~ce the old form of General
Government in exbtence. I am now called upon to form an
entire new form of Government, without even a reference to
my Sovereign| thus throwing ot[ me, during my temporary
Administration of the Government, a grave responsibility, which
i am not prepared or disposed to bear.

I have sanctioned the link between the .~rably and the Go-
vernment, by the introduction of four members into the Exe.
entire Council. I am prepared to accept the Colonial Secre-
turfs remignation (subject to c~ion) If’ eo/un~ari/y lwM
k~fo~e me ; but I am not prep az~! ~to disturb ~tha officer1 ap-
pointed by the Crown, ot in d~ ~ ~0/~tblish a new formof
~e~t in the Colony Of New ~?~thtffd without reference
Home.

If the formation of entire Responsible Government is in
keeping with the views of the authorities at home, the arrange-
ment is only a matter of time, a few weeks--if, on the other
haud, it is not the wish of the Home GOvernment. it is the
more n~ I sl~ld wait instructions for my further

Govemlmmt House, Auckland,
let August, lW4k

True copy.
A.S. RICH~O~Dj

Acting Clerk Executive Council.

No. 14.
(Cop~,)

£a~ ~ad August, 1854.

Having t~Idered to your Excellency such edvice as I was con-
s~iontiously hound to tender, respecting the slall~ which in my
opinion are al~olutely necessary in order that the government
of the colony may be conducted with .ha.~nouy end benefit to
the colo1~Ists, end your Ex~llency having deemed yourself
bound ~o ~ect such advice, I have ~e honor to request that
your Exee~ncy will be pleased to ~ Of my l~ql~ti~a Of
a seat in the ]~eontive Council.

I have the hmmur, &~, &c.,
(Signed) JAMES ED. FITZGERALD.

His Excellency the O~ Adminieterin~
the Government.

(TmeCop¥.}

Aeti~ Clerk of l~mt’utive Cmmcik

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Auck]a,~d,
2ud August, 1854.

IS EtceIlencv tl-~e Officer administe~in~H the (~o~ert~ment, directs it co be no’~

tiffed for get~eta~in~’ormation, that the under-
mentioned Gentlemen have this day resigned
their seats in the Executive Council :-

JAMes ;Evwxnn Frrz~:R.~z,n, Esq.
~̄It~ ~ S~ Esq.
F~tSei~tlcx ALO~Sli~S WELD, Esq.
THouxs Hovc~ITOS B~RrLSY, Esq.

By [-[is Exccllcncy’s command,
ANDREW ~INCLA:R,

Colonial Secretary.

~]olonial Secretary’s Office, Auckland,
5th At~gust, 1854.

H I8 Excellency theOl~cer Administering
the Government directs it to be notified

for ~gener~l informa~L~a, that a Writ for tile
election of a Member of the House of R~pre-
sentat~ves’ for the ua~rmentioned digtr:ct, in
the PrOvince of Auckland, h~ving been issued
ia acco~’dauc, with the provisions of an Ace to
gr~t: a Represent~tiva ~onstitutioa to the
C,~i6~ Of New~ealaad,the Returning Officer
for th~ t~id district, has.returned the said Writ,
with g certificate to the effect that the under-
me~tio’n~d gentleman has been duly elected to
serve as a ~Member of the said House of Re-
~reseat~ves for the said district.

uire.

By His Excellency’s Command.
A~vR~w ~CLAIR,

Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Ofi~ce, Auckland,
7th August, 1854.

ff IS Excellency the Officer Administering
~he Government has been pleased to

~ppoint---
Pm~v ~v~s~vs D~.cx, Esquire,

to be Sergeant-at-arms to the House of Re-
presentatives.

By His Excellency’s command,
ANDREW SINCLAIR#

Colonial Secretary.




