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g All Public Notifications which appear in ‘this Gasegle, with any Oficial
Sigriature thereunto annexed, aré’to be considered as Official Colmunications made

ANDREW- SINCLAIR,

whom *y iy relate, and are to be obeyed aceordingly,
. By His Excellency's Command,

: COolonial Secretary. L

L Cd‘ibhial"Séefetary’ﬁﬂ‘-@ﬁce, «Aﬁékl&ha, |

7th ’4u§93t, 1854.

EYIS Excellency ghe Officer administerin
EEWEGbver '”g%ﬁm_thg vabilic g
for general information, of the following
Messages (Nos. 24 and 25, with the papers
relating thereto) which have been sent by
His. Excellency to the Legislative Council
and the House of Representatives. i

By His Excellency’s command,
ANDREW SINCLAIR.
Colonial Secretary.

Messace—No. 24.

The Officer administering the Government,
considers it his duty to apprise the House of
Representatives, that In consequence of the
resignation of theic seats in the Executive Coun-
cil, caused by Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Weld, Mr.
Sewell, and Mr. Bartley, he is preparing a
Message to the House, which will fully explain
to them his views and wishes, with regard to
the relations of the Executive towards the two

Houses of ' the Legislature, during his tempo- |

fury aldministration of the Governnteit, He
has a confident hope, that the Message in
question will be ready for delivery on the day
affer tomorrow, not later than two o'clock in
the sfternootls - - '

(Signed) R. H. WYNYARD-
Government House, Auckland,
- 3rd August, 1854.

 Messags No. 25. .
The Officer Administering the Govern-

ment, with reference to the resignation of
their seats in _the Executive Council by Mr.

| Fitzgerald, Mr./Weld; Mr. Sewell, and Mr.

Baitley, and in compliance with the promise
made by his Message of the day before yes-
terday, proceeds to explain to the House of
Representatives, as fully a8 the time will al-
low, his views dfid wishes with regard to the
relations 8f the Executive towards the two
Houses of the Legislature during .his acci-
dental and temporary administration of the
Government. _

He ‘rusts that the House, not less con-
scious than himself of thé grave importance
of the present crisis in_the affaivs of the co-
lony, will give to the whole subject the same
calm and deliberate consideration as he has
himself bestowed upon it.

He begs of the House to revert to the po-
sitio®in which he was placed when His Ex-
cellency the Governor departed from the
colony, L

The very title of the office which then de-
volved upon him, shows that the only duties
which it was absolutely incumbent on him to
perform, were those of administering the Go-
vernment for a brief period ; that is, ounly for
the purpose of maintaining the ordinary rou-
tine of public business until he should be re«

| lieved by the arrival of a regularly appointed

Governor, hot owing’ his authority to the ac-
cident of his being the Senior Officer in com=

| mand of the troops, but obtaining it from the

deliberate confidence of her Majesty.
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But the Officer administering the Govern-
ment did not confine himself within the safe,
and easy limits of attending only to esta-
blished routine, Impressed with a belief that
the colony both needed and desired legisla-.
tion withoyt delay by the General Assembly,
he took upon himself, contrary to general
usage ag respects the functions of mere ad-"
ministrators of colonial governments, to
convene }%e Parliament of the colony. = For.
having spbntaneously incurred this. ynusual
responsibility, the House saw fit to convey to
him an expression of their thanks in the fol-
lowing words :-=~* Entirely appreeiating the-
difficulty of your Excellency’s position, and
the responsibility of initiating 2 course of po-
licy during your temporary administration of
the Government, we desire to record our |
deep and lasting sense of the great benefit
which your Excellency has conferred on the
colony by convening the General Assembly at
the earliest possible period after it became
your duty to assume the Rovernment of New
Zealand.”

This was said in Shswer to the speech
by the head of %the Government where-
by the session was opened ; and it
therefore indicates, by the complimentary
allusion to the initiation of a policy by him,
that Ministerial Responsibility was not at that
moment in the contemplation of the House.
Presently afterwards, however, and ver
suddenly, that question became go prominent
as to exclude every other subject from the
consideration of the House.  “This question
involves principles which, when yjewed as
practically ;applicable to this Colony, were
entirely new to the Officer administering the
Government, as, down to a time not long pre-
ceding the convention of the Assembly, those
Fl‘incip]es had been to the thoughts of the co-

onists, with the exce})tion of a very few of
the most active political minds.
ever, that question was brought hefore him
in a practical form, and by means of proceed-

ings in the House which could not but com: |
mand his most ‘serious attention, he examined |
it with cdre ; and, becoming satisfied thata
‘concession of the principle was both desirable

in itself on genera‘l graunds, and necessary in:
order to preserve harmony between the orgzn
of the Crown and the Representatives of the

people, he resolved to comply with the wishes

of the House. *But that resolution on his
part was limited by the condition that, when
fully admitting the principle, he should giye
immediate effect to it so far only as he cayld

do so constitutionally. ~ On an examination

of the Consiitution Agt with this éspegial

view, it became manifest, in the first place,’
that the Act of the Imperial Parliament makes
no specific provision for Ministerial Respon-
sibility in the exercise of the Governor’s fune-

tions ; and, secondly, that ‘it .does contain g
provision whereby the same vahidity 1s given
to certain existing Royal Instructions as if
they had been part of the Actitself, Through-
out the diseussions on this subject, whe_t% oy
in the Houses of the Legislature.or in the

‘When, how-{-

Fxecutive Council, the constitutional force
of these Royal -Instructions has been taken
for granted by everybody. The Officer ad-
ministering the Government was led to
believe that. those Instructions. absolutely
preclude him from establishing Ministerial
Responsibility in’ a complete /form, and, in
particular, by forbidding him to disturb any
tenure of office derived f'om Ner Majesty’s
Sign Manual, until he shall receive from her
-Majesty express direction or permission to set
aside appointments mude by herself. Ac-
cordingly, when the Officer administering the
Government held edmmunication with gen-
tlemen supposed to enjoy the confidence of
the House, with a view to theintroduction
into the Executive Council of . some members
of the House of Representatives, he made
them fully and distinetly acquainted with his
opinion as to the limits of his power with re-
gard toactualholdersof office. In that opinion
he supposed those gentlemen to concur with-
out qualification or reserve ; and, on the basis
of that opinion, Mipisterial arrangements were
made, which are described by the correspon-
dence that took place at the time, a copy of
which, numbeted 4 and 5, is appended to this
Message. Those documents were laid before
the House of Representatives, who, after
ample discussion of the new Ministerial ar-
rangements, expressed to the Otficer adminis-
tering the Government, by a formal address
(No, 6 in the appendix) the high satisfaction ~
and deep sens¢ of obligation towards him
with which they regarded bis prompt snd un-
reserved compliance with their desire that
Ministerial Responsibility in the conduct of
Legislative and Executive proceedings by the
Governor shonld be established without delay.
The practical limits of the concession of the
principle were as cordially accepted by the
House as by the new Minjsters themselves.
This arvangement, completed on the 14th
of June, appeared to give universal satisfac:
tion, until, on or about the 29th June, the
Ministers asked the Officer administering the
Government to exceed that arrangement, by
adding 1o the Executive Council a' mem-
ber of the Legislative Council, who might
thus represent. the Government in the latter
body. In order to facilitate the transaction
of Legislative business, the OQfficer admipis-
tering the (overnment instaptly, com-
plied with this request; and in doing go he
exceeded the original Ministerial anrange-
ment, by giving to the new advisers of the
Governor 2 majority ip the Exccutive
Coungil. . : )

Again, when Mr. Bell, the member of the
Executive Council who had heen go appoint-
ed, was called away by domestic circum-
stances immediately after baving appeared in.
the Legislative Council .25 2 reppomsible ad-
viser.of the Crown, the Officer adminigtering
the Governwent instantly and cheerfully as-
sented to the appointment of Mg‘ Bartley as
amember both of the Executive and of the
Legislative Councils.

So far as the Qfficer

sdwinistering the Go
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ters and the head of the Government, had in«
duced that gentlénian'to ‘tender the Hificori=
ditional resignation ‘o his office evehbefbré the
prdthised pension was sacuted to hinh 5§ ldw.
{80 far, tire’ staté of-*matters ‘on ‘the- @0 of
Angnst was conslderaﬁy lidproved’ in com="
parison  with the ‘arrgagemdits Wade él%ﬁ !
| weeks before: a step in udvance fowirds’ the
complete establishment -of ‘Résponsible @o-’
vernment was actually taken : the office of
Colonial 'Secretary - was laid open to” be
filled by a Menmbpr of either - Lé islative
}!wsg Nor wab this' the  only - ceasion
riade to Mr. Fitzgerald ‘and his  col-’
leagnes. They were informed, that ‘the’
- | Attorney-General iritended and was ready to
despatch to England the xesxgnauon Vo his
office. The Oicer sdministering the Govera-
ment trusts. that the House will' mark these,
fagts. In all othér yespects matters were in
phe same - state w'ﬁ "Mfc ”Fnzgerald and’ his'
colleagues resigned theéir appointinedts, a8
when"they accepted “them - knowmg exactly
the consfnuugndp 1 position and personal ‘sente

ments of the Oﬁcet 2l inistering the Govem- .

ment, During the long interval they en]oyed\
his “unlimited "confidéence, and never offeted to
him a spggestion whick' he did not readily
accept.  Neither Jduring-that interval, did be
gver think of ‘exercising his andwtitjr Tde=-
? gndently of their adeiée. “In all re%‘iieqﬁ,“he-
alth{ully adhered to the original arrsngement
aud now, when they départ from it by ﬁxédenly
askiog him to set it at nought, he-has but orie’
teply to make—that his sense of duty and
“honor absolutely forbids him to comply with
.18 uggt. ‘He feels that he should be
n ¢andons

B Mf&!tw B¢
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he settled convmuon of his ‘mind, that by
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is difference with- the ‘ldte membéigs of ‘the
ecutive Council
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therefo shoald be 6mineé stgsuféa'?h :
the House of Representatlves, b!fyorid the
stage of baing read’ a second time; and that,
frot the date of that prooeedmg-—-namely the -
27th Juge;—the medsure ap &ars to ‘have téa
waivedina stale of abeyancd 3ad eblivion, "The

riig | memorandum * of M. Fitdgersld and “His-

colleagues, of the Ist Augg&t, peaks gf a8 for.

should not_growr ioto edif: '
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midable opposition” which they encountered | (o appointed meeting for three o'clock, Mr.

in the Houses of the Legislature, and which
threatened to put a stop to the public
business. This fact was first brought to
the knowledge of the Officer administering the
Government by the Megiorandum in question.
Till he read that document, he had been led
to believe that the Ministers were steadily
supported in the House of Representatives by
large majorities; and though he was aware
that iheir proposals were sometimes criticized
and opposed by small minorities, he imagined
that such opposition arose]from the.natural

working of representative institutions, andjwas

not merely - harmless, but serviceable as the
means of subjecting important legislative mea-
sures to scrutiny by the elected guardians of the
public-interests, With respect to the Legisla-
tive Council, he has beem assured 'not only
that it has exhibited no organized opposition to
the measures proposed by the Government,
but that, on the contrary, a member of the
Government in the House of Represehtatives,
speaking in that House, recently thanked the
Legislative Council for having improved spme
measures sent to them by the Representative
House, and expressed his s},mpe that they would
continue to afford such valuable assistance in
the work of legislation. The Officer Admin-
istering the Government assures the House,
that he was never by anybody told of any
formidable opposition to the Government in ei-
ther House of the Legislature, and that he is

still at a loss to understand the statement, with

regard to such opposition, in the memorandum
of Mr. Fitzgerald and his colleagues. He
was also totally unconscious that the House of
Representatives had exhibited any ais‘,position s
still less a general determination, not to grant
the - supplies necessary fot carrying on the
service of the Government, unless he should
consent to a total departure from the Minis-
terial arrangements for which the House had
expressed to him its warmest thanks. At any
rate, these facts were suddenly communicated
to him, and-so much in the form of Ppressure
upon his judgment that he could not be blind
to a sudden change of -mind on the part of the
_authors of the memorandum, He could not
doubt 'that, for reasons of which ‘he was him-
self unconscious, they had repented of their
censent to the original ministerial arrange-
ment, and that they were insisting, and
with something like a threat. of deplo-
rable ' consequences if. he ' refused,  on
obtaining for more than the agreement into
which they had deliberately entered with him.
Nor could he fail to be struck with the manner
in which the resignations of those gentlemen
were- presented .to him. It was settled on
Tuesday the 1st August, that the final consi-
deration of the differencé between them and
him shonld take place at a meeting of the
Executive Council at 3 o'clock on Wednesday
the 2nd, But before noon on that day, Mr.
Sewell’s resignation was delivered, and it was
followed, after an interval, but before 8 o’clock,

by those of Mr, Weld and Mr. Bartley. At‘

Fitzgerald alone attended; and it was only
when the Officer administering the Government
declared that his opinion was unchanged,
thereby shewing that the successive resignations
of Mr. Sewell, Mr. Weld, and Mr. Bartley,
had  not affected his judgment, that
Mr, Fitzgerald' then and there wrote and
presented his own resignation,

The above statement of facts, which are
within the knowledge of the Officer Adminis-
tering the Government, will, he trusts, satisfy
the House, that it is not their duty to sustain
the late Ministers in their difference with him.
For'two reasons in particular, he should feel
deep regret if their natural feelings of disap-
pointment at the present stoppage of the busi-
ness of the Session, and at thelpresent down-
fall of such ministerial responsibility as he can
consent to, should induce’them to view his
conduct in an unfavourable light. In the
first place, he cannot conceal from himself’
that, if . the House should deliberately adopt
the Memorandum of the st of August, the
unhappy events which are therein hypotheti-
cally predicted, or, at any rate, events which
it is equally painful to contemplate, could
scarcely be averted, whilst unquestionably
the Session would be lost, and long delays
must ensue before the colony could réap the
benefits of legislation by its General Assembly.
Secondly, though this, he acknowledges, is
quite -a minor consideration, and one which
he is not entitled to press on to the notice of
the House, he 'should himself-incur a severe
disappointment of the pride and'pleasure, which
he bas felt in supposing that the successful
initiation, at least, of Responsible Govern-
ment would take place during his tenure of
office as Her Majesty’s representative in New
Zealand. '

* He earnestly implores the House, to weigh
with calmness and circumspection the ques-
tion which this Message submits to them ; and
he relies with confidence on their being de-
gsirous of at least- attempting to get through
the Session beneficially for the Colony, by the
aid of that amount of Ministerial responsibi-
lity, more than which it is rot at present in
‘his power to aid in esablishing, and which,
by their Address to him of the Zlst June,
they declared to-be satisfgctory under the cir-
cumstances. And he hef®y engages to take
into his most sefious and favourable consider-
ation any suggestion having that "object in
view, which they may please to present to him,
either by Address, or through a Member of the
House enjoying his confidence,

He suggests that, at any rate, the House
should pass a measure for the complete estab--
lishment of Responsible Government, similar
#n principle to those which are known to have’
been framed by the legislatures of Jamaica, and
one or two of the Australian Colonies. Such’
an Act, it isscarcely necessary for him to-add,
must of course be reserved for Her Majesty’s’
assent according to the provisions of the Con~’
stitution Act.
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The Officer adminjstering the Gpvemment-} " ‘We feel that it 'wouid be premature at 5o early a peviod of

N I : at the’Stssion, to enfer”upon ‘all’ the various stibjects to. whieh.
03“"0’,”"“? express hls, P"'suﬂo,n," tha'"‘ under your 'Ex‘oell'e'ncy has’ been pleased to divect, oyr attention; but.
any circumstances, the House will be md{]':i We desire to expross oF-edrnest wish to co-operal?, in the most
posed to sepurate withouy adding 8ome wseful | cordial manner, with your Exceflency, Jn. catrying into effect
mediures tg the very smalil aiﬁdunf'vtxf-f-‘lew xgﬁfg‘ftg:-l_igﬂ'::; 33%&?%"3«? e “"’;:”;"
gislation which has as yet been accomphishied's | whicn: it - 15 composed; " amik bt‘oumm your ‘Excellency
N it making some provision for the s pfo- | that ~ whitever meas#res may ¥hby & to, th p
‘".th?u.t M?kl;‘)g ”!‘éﬁ,}?"’v 10 bet&ap‘?’él e by your Excellency’s Government, shall receive their miost res.
priation. of the public revenues el the | o octtul ana patient consideration. :
General and the Provincial Governments ; ,

(Signed) CHARLES CLIFFORD, . |
or without settling, though in an imperfect Speaker of the House of Hepremtauvuf .

; -~ True copy. N e

manner, and for but temporary purposes, other | W cﬂ’;;@é”’, . S
gusstions of & wery urgent character, v " Private Seeretary, ,
“In’ order that the House may. have before | R “Neo, Ul :
them au one view all the docaments which | By the rece oMY G;{«.n;’; Orimiox, i

bi i :wri y the recent Act for g g & Rep stive H ;

uh"‘ 10 the SUbJ,e ct.vf this Message’ Ehﬁ 'f"-ﬂ to New Zealand, no provision has béen made for establishing’
bé appended to it in the order of thieir dstes. | « Ministerial Responsibility. in the éonduct of Logalative and -
In communicating with the House by Mes- | Executive proceedings by the Governor.” : N
: ) . _ ial erisis. the |~ BYthe Royal Letters Patent (13th Septembér, 1859, } iasyed -
sage on 'the subject of a ministerial crisis, the o the Governor sape s t(o o ‘eP nnof the n T .

Officer administering the Government.has been. provided that the Govemment of the Colony shall b adminie " :
i . more es- | tered by a Goyerner .undex dustrctions: from. the Crown, and '
guided by numerous preceden's and mor 4 | With the advice and assistance of 4 Exeputive Cavsemn - ¢
pecially by the esample of the late Lord | "5/ the Royal Instructions of thé ‘sames '53"; (13th Sepiwxabers -
Metcalfe; who, as Governor of Canada in | 1852,) and accompanying (e Goversiors eommwt:;mw
H i inistr dermentioned .persons: are nominated -and: appointed: by .’
1843, vpon the resignation of a Misistry, Grown to be mambers o the Executive Cowsay that o bpsnys
conducted all Lommunications bel‘ieen ;}m,“' . The senior Military Officer in command of Her Majesty’s
self and the House of Assembly on the subject, | T{orce;. e e h’; Lo
p P ; “hi i e Colonial Secretary, or ¢ parson acting in ! capacitys
by means of original Messages from’ hlmsplf,... " The Attorney.General o the poraon seting oo g phpns)”
and Me.sages in answer to Addresses.from e | 1y, Treasurer, or.the pesson hcting: i hat, ERHy. |
House. Copies of the voluminous documents | and :‘?;p other persons &4} GoSeraar sl demkn o be quali-i
in question are now in the hands of the Officer g;;‘:mm":l’s;‘j“: ;ﬁxﬁm Sindaaorolampe e il
administering the Government.. " .7 ) oaly, and subfect.to by wed ordisslinwed by thé Crova, -
Fnally, the Officer Admimstering the o= c:»lh‘-’;lg"g‘;’l "’»’:’“"?Mf“*‘fl”‘l“"’“ that cho Bxettiee -
5 : N g ncei d d h. of Dasiviess’ unleis - <
""9‘““‘*,‘1991“"3 QO ',:he House his unaltered ,summon:d alay r;:ebowmor:f—.'ﬁ:ltmunminedlﬂe ‘m"‘mw~
‘adberence to the principle of Responsible ‘Go=Fvion shall be brought before them forthen wovieete deciston, -’
vernment; and heonce more assures thém of | excepting. such s may be.proposed by the Goveérnot ;—and’

. . h : he ii d ical that it shall be compstent for.the Governor, although he may
his most earnest hope that the iimited practica | issent trom the opinion of.tha major part, or of th wheleet
e, Council, to execute the xitgigru&mp Yo oa .
b Ponitipn 10; theis opinlo. . such; chaay Jshill be ¢
h b’”m S Mz‘lﬁb&hﬁ)’zm ofore | COmpétent Bt any member of the Council to’tecord on. the - &
may not be‘-re,]ected by them. - He therefore minutes the reasons of any. advice he may givé, and that it -
again expresses his trust that the House may | shall be peremptory on the Governor in such case immediasely

i i . minutes, ) P A {
conclusion en the subJect of this Message. but By the terms of his Commission; snd.by the Royal Instyues -
may,-on the contrary, bestow upon it the calm | tions accompanying it, the Governor-himself is made direcely - -

e L

- and palieut considerat on which it has received | Fe#Ronsible to the Crown, and no gwer is given G him to de- . *

Iggate his authority, or to relieve himself from such résponsis
o bility in the conduct of the duties of his office. AT
R. H. WYNY ARD, By the same Instruments the members of ths Executive ¢

e Council i oy
Officer Administering the Gavernment, | €9uncil are also made respousible to the Crown: :

from himself.

Government Houseé, Aucklan®,’ #* "¢ 7| the authority of which he sdministers the ey Tong
. BYLY T Co, *+ | any provision heen made for cnabling ile Eloverhor to establioh -

Auvgust 5th, 1854 » .« Ministeridl Responsibility in-the. sonduet of Legiskative and

»* |'Exccutive proceedings by the Governor.” o st
-t} Looking to the provisions of the Constituti Act,

Excrosyrms.

Ne.4, - -+ -4 86, 86,) by which it is enacted that.the Governor may by mes-
To His Excellency the Officer adminittering the Government .} sage t ansiit to either the Legislative Council or to the Houre
of the (slands ¢f New Zeglands * o of of Representatives. for their consideration, the drafts of any
Mlay it pleasegpour Excetioncy,— sooo o Flaws which it may appear to him to be desirable 'to- introduce,
. We,th¢ House ot} Representatives of New Zealand, in | and that he may also-make such arrangements asJig thay think
Parliament aspembied, defise to expresy to your Excellency our | expedient in any bill which may have been pasied by the Couns-
grateful thanks for the Address with which your Excellency ; ciland House, and return the same for their consideration ;' and
has been pleased 10 inaugurate the opening of the first General looking 10 the rec dation ined. in the Reportof the -
Amhly of New Zealand. . ) - A |- Committed of the Board of; Trade; and Plantations on 'the ProG:
We ordiglly unite in the language of cangratulation with | posed establich ' ) T
which your Excellency. hag been pleased to refer to the pros- | of Good Hope, which appesis to have been under thé Norive
perity which pervades all parts of this Colony; and we desire. of HM. Gozemmqqt, when: engaged i the prepieation of - the .
to add our own testimanys deriyed from persoal seghaintance | New Ze land Constitution Aty it wold ssamtty Bave beew the -
with the' vaiious Proviness, to the justice of your Excellency’s | decision of the framers of the Act.that it was not necessary
expressions. W¢ entertain the.styongest convictions that under | that the Executive should be represented either in the Legis-
the liberal institutions which have been bestowed on this Colo- .} lative Council or in the House of Representatives, and that it
ny by the English Parliament, that prosperity will be fostered | was intended by them that the Governor should not only exes~
and extended, . - .- | cise the power of assenting.to er disgllowing the “Leglulitive .
Eatirely appreciating the dificulty of your Excellency’s posi- | sures of the Legislative- Council and the House ‘of Regpe- .
tion, and the responsibility wf initiating & course of policy, | sentdtives but that he should- form .an active Mm.oﬂhm .
during your temporary administration of ‘the Govetnment, | branch of the Assembly, and.witl the advice il dsiistauce of
we desiré to record our deep and lasting sense of the grést | the Execugive Council, tekea d_irecr._md»dining,; share inthe
benefit which your Extellency has conferted on the Colony by | business of the Legislature. - With a general desiré on the past
convening the General Assembly at the eatliest possible period | of the memhers of the. Assemnbly ta carry out the apparent-in.
after it became your duty to assume the Government of New | tentions of the framers of the Act ; it wounld be possible though
Zealand, i difficult v carry through.tle Charchers the Legislative mea-
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Neither by the Constitution Act, or.by the Initfuments unjer-: i

t of a R iveLegislature for the'Cape . .
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sures necestary for giving effect to the policy of the Govern-
mient; but in the' absense of a co-operative spirit on their part
it would be impracticable successfully to conduct through the
two branches of the Legislature the most ordinary Government
business. From the recent debates in the House of Representa-~
tives it is obvidus that the members of that House. are not
prepared cordially to acquiesce in any arrangement for the con-
dict of the public business in the Assembly which shall render

unnecessary the presence in the Legislature of any representa~

tion of the Executive Government.

Tt can scarcely be doubted that the absence of any provision
for securing. that the Executive should be represented in the
Legistature’is a defect in the Act, and the practical question is,
whether it is now within the power of "the Officer adminis-
tering the Government to remedy the defect.

In the absence of any practical difficulty the most simple
course would have been for the Officer administering the Go-
vernment to select from the members of the Assembly three
yersons who enjoy the.respect. and confideuce of the country,
and, who Would be prepared to. carry out the policy of the Go-
v'enflment,_angl to appoint such. persons to the offices of Colo-
nial Secretary, Attorney-General, and - Colonial Treasurer:
But the difficulty which stands in the way of such an arrange-
ment arises from the fact that the present holders of these of-
fices hold virtually permanent appointments, which in the ab-
gence of misconduct on their parts they can hardly be called
upon to resign and not having been required by the then Go-
vernor to eecure their election for a seat in the House of Repre-
sentatives before the General Election, they could not be re-
quired to vacate their offices merely because they should not
be able to secure their election by any particular - constituency,
€ven if & vacancy were made in order that the experiment
might be tried.

‘It 'would be desirable however that the Officer administering
the government, if he remains in office; and that a new
Governor, if a successor be appointed, should be in a position to
call to his Councils, and to appoint to the principal offices of
Government persons in whom the country would confide to
give free scope to the full developement of the new constitution.

An act to be passed by the Assembly for securing to the
present holders of these offices, a reasonable provision in the
event of their retirement would probably tend to the attain-
ment of that object.

It would further be - competent for :the -Officer ad-
ministering. the . Government under . the . authority: of"
the . Royal  Instructions, at. once - to . add ® to - the

Executive ' Cotincil . such .other - persons :as-he -may deem
qualified and capable to advise him. By this means it would
be within his power to secure in some measure the representa-
tion of the Government in the Legislature. - With this object
two or three members having seats in the Assembly might be
appsinted provisionally members of the Executive Council, to
form- the. recognised organs of communication between the
Executive and the Legislative, The persons selected for this
parpose without being appointed at present to any. specific
offices might. be charged with the duty of conducting the Go-
vernment business through the two chambers, with the duty
of preparihg, introducing, and superintending in their progress
such bills as may be necessary for giving effect to the policy of
the government; of preparing a financial -statement and the
necessary measures for giving it practical effect. To enable the
persons entrusted with these duties to discharge them efficiently,
it would be essential that the Officer administering the Govern-
ment should give them his confidence and cordial support, as a
return for: laborious service, and further to secure their res-
ponsibility, it would be desirable that they should be adequately
paid. It would also be indispensable that one of their number
shoyld be an able and experienced lawyer.

These legislative members of the Government it is to be
presumed would take office only on the condition of holding

powers and duties, and especially with his position as temporarv

administrator of the GBvernment, he cart I think pradently «
advised to proceed. :

Looking to the views and expectations of the members of the
Legislature now ‘assembled from all parts of the colony, there is
no reasonable ground to believe that in the absence of any méa-
sure for securing the representation . of the Executive in ‘the

Assembly that the most ordinary and necessary business of the .

Government can be successfully conducted through the Cham-
bers, seeing the strong tendency to’ Provincial independence.

Believing that if the General Government be not strengthened

the éentral authority will become virtually powerless ; and that
if the power of the General Government be not 'now increased,
the opportunity will be lost of limiting and defining the powers
of the Provincial Executive.  Seeing, t0o, that the temper of
the House is as yet moderate, and 'that there appears to be a
disposition on the part of the mémbers to work cordially with
the Government, if met in a eonciliatory spirit; - and believing

that iil feeling once aroused would be followed for years by a -

mischievous and unprofitable agitation. I think that if the

course above suggested -would secure the ‘maintenanée of har-

monious relations between the Executive ‘and Legislative bran-
ches of the Government, His Excellency would, under all the

circumstances of the:case, exercise a sound ~discretion in adopt- ",

WILLIAM SWAINSON,
Attorney.General,

ing it} (Sigued)

June 5, 1854

Nao. 3.
To His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government
of the Islands ef New-Zealand.
May it please your Excellency,—

W, the House of Representatives, approach your Excé\-

lency for the purpose of submitting to you the accompanying
résolution which has been adopted by this house,*and wé res-
pectfully pray that your Excellency may be pleased-to take it
into your serious and early consideration.

N (Signed) CHAS. CLIFFORD,"

House of Representatives,
Auckland, June 6th, 1854,
Tuesday, June 6th, 1854,

. Resolved—

That a respectful address he presented by the Speaker to the -

Officer Administering the Government, praying that His Ex-
cellency will be pleased to take the following ‘resolution -into

his serious and early consideration, viz. : ¢ That amongst the :

objects which this house desires to see accomplished without
delay, both as an essential means whereby the General Govern-
ment may rightly exercise a due control over'the Provincial
Governments, and as a na less -indispensable means of obtaining
for the General Gov t the fid and attachment of
the people, the most important is the establishment of Min-
isterial Responsibility in the conduct - of . Legislative cand
Executive proceedings by the Governor.
{True extract.}

CHAS. -CLIFFORD,
+ Speaker.

(Signed)

MEessagE No. 3. °

Government House, Auckland 7th June, 1854,

The Officer Adminpistering the Government has received the
address of the House of Representatives praying that he will
be pleased to take the following resolution into his serious and
early consideration, *¢That amongst the objects which this
house desires to see accomplished without delay, both as an
essential means whereby the General Government may rightly
exercise a duecontrol over th2 Provincial Government, and s a
no less indisy ble means of obtaining for the General Govern-

their appointments so long as they should retain the confid

of the Legislattire. ' “As regards the Crown their appointments
‘being, made under: the authority of the Royal - Instructions
would be provisional only, and subject to-be confirmed or dis-
allowed by the Crown.. .

In_the meantime and during the continuance of the Session
at least, it would probably tend to the public convenience that
the present Secretary, Attorney-General, and Treasurer, should
continue to hold their offices and to transact the ordinary and
current business of their respective departments.

In the absence of special authority from Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment, it is not I think within the power of the Officer ad-
ministering the Government to take any measures for carrying
into . effect the resolution of the House of Representatives,
further than to prepare the way for opening the principal
offices of the Government tp new men, and in the meantime
and as a temporary. measure, to add two or three members of
the Assembly to the Kxecutive Council, for the purpose of es-
tablishing a recognised angd responsible medium -of communica-
tion between the Executive and Legislative branches of the Go-
vernment.

‘The course thus suggested is not free from objection; and it
would no doubt be attendel with some difficulty and incon-
venience; it proceeds however as far as consistently with his

{

ment the confidence aud attachment of the people the most im-
portantis the establishment of Ministerial Responsibility in the

‘Speaker. .-

conduct of Legislative and Executive proceedinugs by -the Gover- -

nor.”
The Officer administering the Gavernment begs to assure the
house that he will approach the consideration of the #ubj
with a sincere desire to give effect as far as it may be 'in his
power to do so to the views of the house embodied in the
above resolution.
(Signed}

R. H. WYNYARD,
Officer Administering the Governmeiit,
To the Honorable the Speaker of the .
House.of Representatives. -

.
Wednesday, June 7th, 1854,
Resolved —
That this house desires to record the expression of its highest

satisfaction with the message this day read from His Excellency .

the Officer adininistering the Government in reply to the
Address of the house on the subject of Ministerial Respon-
sibility,

{True extract.}

(Signed) CHAS. CLIFFORD, *

Speaker.
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o “ " ickiard, 16th June, 1854,

I SR ! Lo e e
<30 chedience to your Excelfency’s commands T have éom- |
iiested-with “tHose  giatiemen "wito would,’ I conctiye, be
W& 20 conduiet. the Légistative bufiness of the Goyernment in
tlie House of ' Representaitves, anid would be willing to accept
seatsiin the Executive Tohndit for that purpose, and I have the
honor to nanté-t6’ your Excellency F. A.'Weld,"Esd§, and H. 1
Sewell, Esq., whd, %ofethier With myself, are ready to under-

take that task. R,
I beg at the same time to represent to your Excéllency that

it would materially facilitate the condrt’ of legistation,.add |

would tend to obtain the: geiiefal confidence of the people if'a

fourth thembier-were wded g the Exevutive Council, Being s |’

inhabitant of Auckland, and in a position to represent thespe-
cial intérests of the Auckiand community, at the same time I
regret'that 1 ‘am “uriable at ptesent to ‘name such x person to
your Excelleney, <biit'I hdpe to be able to do soin & few
days. ’ ’
1n accepting office for the above purpose, 1 am to éxpresson
my own pact.and that of my. cciflleagues, that we dd 34 on the
understanding that. in accordance with the arrangement sug- |
gested. by the Attorney-Gemeral, - a “Bill shail “bé immediately
ingroduced into the House of Reépresentatives for the purpose
of securing to the present holders of the offités of Secretary,
Treasurer, and Attorney-General such compensation as ‘the
Hpluse may-deem to be faic awd redsonable ‘upon a “full consi-
defation of. their respective claims, “and that those gentiémen |
shal) resigy their offices as-soon a8 the copvenience of the'public]
service shall require it - N
e I-have the honour to be.”
‘ © U 8iry
With ghs greatest respect,
- Youf Exceliency’s most obedi
’ ! humble servant,
(Sighed) JAMES EDWARD FITZ&GERALD.
To His Excellency . I
The Officer Adminjstering -~ /.~ . -l
the Government. i ‘

y oo

©opyd L. s C e
P . No b :

. .Government House, ,
Auckland, June 10, 1854..

g G L 4 A

communication-of this day’s date, and'in reference thereta:beg
to ‘state I'am happy to find You disposed.and enabled to carry
out the propesition fnade to You by me, on receiving a resolu-
tion from the House of Répresentatives in connection with the
desire of that ‘botly for a system of Responsible Ge 3
and to acquaint you that 1 shall have pleasure in appoéinting
you, and the two gentlemen named by you, to seats in the Ex-
| e of Her Majesty
dsknown thereon; and be preparéd moreovet to repose in you
my entire confidence, while carrying on the Legislative busi-
ness of the Government through the Assembly, ,

The inprqg.iyetinn of a fourth member into the Executive
sCoutitil, I'conceive uncalled for at present. It might embarrass’
¢he officer appointed to yelieve me, and, on thé other hand, the
intérest of "thé Auckland community can never fail to enjoy
protection “while the existing members retain their seats in the
Executive Council. . )

With regarff to the. third and last point alladed to, I feel
<convincéd yoii will agree with me “in the inexp:diency of my
disturbing in any way, as’ temperarily administzring the Go-
vernment, the position of those now in office; at ali events till
1 am honoured with the views of her Majesty’s Home Govern-
ment on the steps 1 have already taken. In the meantime I
have not failed to make known to the gentlemen concerned the
tenor of your concluding paragraph, in reference to which, no
hesftation, I find, exists on their parts, to meet therequire-
ments bf Her Majesty’s. Government, a8 will be seen by the
enclosed copies of notes'T have recéived from them ‘on the sub-
Jeet. : ;

I have the honor, &c, ..

- the Representative of the Crown shall intintate £0 Kiin 'th
interests bf the ‘Colony, would be promoted by his doing so. "

| whiel , 3 _
' Lunres'ei‘v?ed‘ compliance with their_desire, thac Ministerial Re~

i

s '-“.;A.«.

s v d

Signed) ¥ - ANDREW SINCLAIR,
A oo sleretiy.”
 16th June, 1854, ° o LT
o' Thuecopy, |, . o . R
AL S RicaMoND, | i oy

o Absistant Private Secretary. S
(Copy-) ) o NoLE Yoy i gal
" The Attorney-General having been appointed, by the Crown, ',
conceives himsélf to be an officer responsible to the Crown. But ..

that either with or without any retiring’ provision whatever, if
the Représentative of the Crown shail intimate to him that the
Interests of the ‘Public Sérvice or “of ' Her Majesty’s Colopial "
sbhjicts would be “promoted by hid reth , he will e ready |
B fetird at’uny time, - L S T

: " (Sighed) ,

:10th Juiie, 1854,
©* Truecopy. - -
© 'A. S, RICHMOND,

Viots n e

R

Assistaut Private Secrefary. = R
(Copy-) ;e . No..3. Lo et
The Colonial Tressurer having been appointed by the Crawn ‘)
will be prepared, provided an Act be passed by the -Assemblys ‘1
making fitting provision for his retirement, immediately to tem- - &
 der his resignation to thie Grown, &ud upon’the confirmation of :

:
such Act by the Crown, and-‘the acceptance of hig tesignation; "
be prepared immediately to give up office.” . ., = v
(Signed) . ALEXANDER SHEPHERD, . -
TR ! : Colonial Treatures.” *
10th June, 1854, X iy
’ True copy, : oot
* A.'S. RICHMOND, . . ‘- o
Assistant Private Secretary.” ' ‘

- D e

To His Excelleiicy the Officer 4 ng;:éﬂngthe ?qur‘i'fheﬁt ‘
THe House of Repfesentatives humbly approsch yeur Ex

ency the Officer Administering the Government, and pray that

your Exceliéucy will be pleased’ to_ accept an expression of the. .-

high satisfaction and deep sense of obligation towards you with,
¥ fhis House 'has ‘regarded your, Excellency’s prompt,and. .,
sponsibility in 'the canduct of Legislative and Executive prg-

ceedings ‘by’ the ‘Governor should be  established without,

" BURRLES CLIFFORD, ..
AR i

* Houssor Representaf lyé, ST s
Aucklang, June 91t, 1854, :

. Lounmn]
No. 7,’0r A,

CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM. - -~

At the commencement of the present séssion of the ‘General
Assembly a debate took Place upon 2 resolution asserting the
necéssity of a recognition of the bri}l‘qipl'g of Responsible Gov-,
ernment’ in the sense in which that term is understood in the
Constitution of England, and has been recently acted on in all |
the British Colonies in Which rep ative idstitutions are
established. That resolution after & debateof several dsys .
" was adopted by the House of Representativen with’ But one’

dissentient voice, . o ‘

Wis Excellency, with the advice of His Executive Coucil,.
then determined to meet theWiews of the house, by admitg
to thé Executive Council three members of the House of
Representatives who should held their offices so, long as they . R

could command the assent of the majority of the legislative
bodies: but it was understood at ‘the same tihe that the =
arrangement then made should be considered to be a provisional
one, a3 a step towards the final establishment of the'new sys-
tem of Government so soon as the public service should ren-
der the hang y. ¥t was furtherdetermined

. that the Sttorne-General, who had Béen appointed to be the
Spedker of the Legislative Council, should-conduct the Govern;

(Copy.)

ment’ buginess in that' house; and it was“assumed that his

“} position as Speaker would farm no. obstacle to his doing so,

T 5 'short time, howeves, the dissatisfaction of the Legislative
Council at such an arran dered it ty that a.

<

& ASignedy R CH WYNYARD,
' Officer Administering
. . the Gov t
To J. E. Fitzgerald, Esq.,
&c,, &c.,
Auckland, \
True copy,

A. 8. RicHMOND, ' !
Assistant Private Secretary.

{Copy)* - ‘No. 1.

fourth ber should be added to the Executive Council with, |
a seat in the Upper House, charged with the conduct of ‘the
Government business in that body. After full consideration
His Excellency coincided in-the ity of that arrangement.

1In this manner the Government was conducted for some’ e ‘Ks .
with harmony and success; several important Bills brought in
by the Government, imperatively necessary for the consplida-’
tion and adjustment of the powers granted by the Constitution ' ¥
Act; were passed, or carried through several stages.

The Colonial Secretary will be ‘prepared, on a reasonable re-

tiring *provision being ‘made for him, to resign his office, when

But as the Session advanced,’ riew Circumistances arose, ‘A
formidable opposition was formed, which, although hitherto
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Suécessfully met by the Government, rendered it more than country would be, that the preseut holders of office shonmd
doubtful whether the public business could be much longer § place their resignations at His Excellency’s disposal, and that
conducted in the Houses of the Legislature, except by a strong | 54 so0n as the Executive Government Bill shall have passed,
and consi Gov pospd of the holders of the [ yyiq Excellency should accept those resignations, and. sheahd
principal offices in the Executive. 1t Became every day more appoint to the offices of Govesament uades that Bill, such

apparerit that the attémpt to conduct the Gov in the

¥

having seats in the Houses of the Legislature as he

Legislative houses of the Assembly, by others than the heads of | may qeem bext. abile to conduct the affairs 0f.government iy
the principa]l Depastments eould not but fail; and that the accordatieg with the views of the Legislative bodies..

temporary expedient adopted, could not long succeed.

1t is to be observed, that, that attempt was one never before
tried ; there being no instance of a colonial government being
cofiducted in the Legislature except by the Executive Officers of
the government in person.

The result of the. proceedings of a C ttee of the house
on the subject of the Jublic révenues and expenditure sinee the
expiration of the last Appropriation Bill. ten months ago,
tended materially to Iessen the confidence of the honse and the
public in the government as at present constituted.

The public have had before them in a definite and tangible
shapé the existence and the results of a policy in the manage~
ment of the revenues, in the admimstration of the Crown
lands, “and - in various departments of the public service,
which are eminently distasteful to the great mass of the popu-
Iation, o

The result has been the growth of a general feeling of inse-

3- E. FITZGERALD,

» (Signed) F.A. WELD,
T. H.BARTLEY,
H. SEWELL.
True Capy,

K. S, RicEmosns,
Assistant Private Secretary.
n————
No. 8,
Colonial Secretary’s Ofice;, Auckland,
1st August, 1854,
Sir,—

eurity in the mAnds of the public, both i and owt of the | GOYEFNEENt in the kegislature.by porsons heving seats in the

Houses of the Assembly, as te the eonduct of the public busi-
Ress of the countrv,and a generil determination, which there
# every reason to belteve exists on the part, not enly of the
obpohints of the government, but also of its supporters in the
Reuse, not to grant the swpphes necessary to carry ew. the
service of the government, uniess. upon the constitutional
security {devived from.the presence of the principal holders of
office in the Houses of the Legisliture and the responsibility 6§
their tenure of ‘those offices) that the administration of the go-

|-Assembly, k have now the honour to tender the resignation of
my office a8 Colonial Secretary of New Zealand, which k have
held for a period of upwards of ten yeurs, inorder that as fap
as depends upon myself. no difficalty may stand in the way off
the attainment of a.great public object, and ¥ have to requesg,
that your Bxcellengy will be pleased: Lo accept my resignatioy,
asearly as the public service will permit, in order thet my
appointment may interpose no difficulty in the way of the esta.
blishment of Minleteriat Responsibility in the conduct of

vernment would for the future be couducted in aceordance pu blic afairs, . Ih the hi N
with the will of the Legislature. - F Siened ”R.NDER.OBWmStl'N (;L .
This. feeling has been increased by the consideration that in (Signedy o s:ﬂ}:.‘a
" N . . o ry
she Bills laid before the Houve of Representatives by the go. [ Frue Copy.]

vernment, it has been found necessary to ask for ¥ery consi-
- @erable powers being entrusted to the Executive in the adwinis-

tration of the functions which those Bills proposed to cieate ;

and it is argued with reason thatthe Legislature would not, be
Jjustified in granting stich extensive adwministrative power, wYiless

pmple guarantee were afforded, that those powers wauld be .

A. S. Ricunony,
Acting Clerk of Executive €onneif,

No, 9.
If in the/opinion of the Legislative Members of the Execw.

exercise] under the constitational control of the Legislarate, ‘tive Courlcil it would tend to facllitaie: the conduet of the Pub-
Upon the whole it - is apparent that the governmeént of the § tic Buesineis through the Legislature during the present session,

Calony ¢an be no:longerconducted on’ the y tesent footing ¢ apd

S

the Attorney-Generat wilktdace then in 5 position to sate to the

it fa'more than probable that sholtiid ¥hE Wesent’ arrangefientdl'Assemily that he has aWbady. forwiided to the Seerétary of
continue, a very serious difficulty will be experienced in bb- | State through His Excellency the tesignation of his office, in
taining the supplies for the public service. order that so far as imay depend upon himself a full and fair
The present holders of the unofficial seats in the Executive | trial may as early as possible be¢ made of the principle of
Council would be acting im negleet of their duty to his Excel- | Ministetia} Responibility in the conduct of the Government,

Jency, to their constitments, and-to" themselves, did they con-
tinue to hold office under an_errangement of which the only

result must be to embroil the Executive with the Legislature, Augast 1st, 1658 © .

At 2 moment when the whole interests of the coloay are deeply
eoncerned in conducting the Geverunent with harmony,
There appear to be but three courses open. First, that the
présent unofficial members of the Executive Council should
be replaced by othess, showld any such be fourd, who will
accept seats on thé" understanding that the present arrange<
ments shall be preserved. ~Secondly, that the Govesnment
shall berestored to the old form, and shall be carried en without
any unofficial Members in the Executive Council, And thirdly

(Signedy WM. SWAINSON,, -
: . A.!.tomy-ﬁmeral.
(True Copy) i .

A. S. Ricamonn,
Acting Clerht of Executive Council,

Noe. lo. .
Anckland, nd Awgut, 1054,

Sir,~— .
1 beg respectfully to request that your Excellency wil}

that the present holders of office shall sesign, and the- Gevern- | be Pleased to aceept the resignntion of mry seat iy the Exécutive
ment be re-constituted on the ordinary responsible basis. Council, ' ’

It is quite obvious that in the two first of these eases an
¥mmediate prorogation, probably a di»ssolutign of the Genera}

Thave the honour to be, &c.,

¢Signedy HENRY SEWELL,

Assembly must follow, and the Government of the €olony | His Excellency the Officer Administering

must be carried on for many months longer without any legal
appropriation of the public revenues. The organization of the
public Departments consistently with the requiremnents of the
New Constitution, a measure loudly called for by the present
state of all public business, must be dc layed. for an indefinite
tinse; and a eonflict fraught with danger to the peace and welk
being’ of the Coluny will inevitably arise between the General
and Provincial Governments ; a conflict which cannot but end

in the augmentation of the powers of the latter to such an ex- | Sirr~

tent as seriously to endanger the unity ef the Colony as &

., the Government,
(True copy.) )
- A.S. RicHNbND," :
Aeting Clevk of Exerutive Comncil-

No. 11
. Exeeative Counct! Office,
2nd ‘Avgst, 1864,

As I feel that my presence in the Exeeutive Council cary

whole, no longer be of public service, I most respectfully beg to re-
The third course proposed will have an exactly oppesite | V8" MY seat in that Counci inte your Excellency’s hands,

tesult.  The present holders of office have already signified
their readiness to . retire, It is understood as a sine que nen

I have the honour, &ec.,
(Sigued) FREDK. WELD,

that proper pensions shall be provided for them on His Excellency the Oficer administering

%0 doing. The principle is admitted that the tenwre of

the Governnient,

these offices is to be changed so soon as the service of the coun. | 17U€ €0PY-)

try shall demand it. ‘I hat is asserted by the Executive Govarn-
ment Bill now befare the House, The ouly question left is one
€f time, and that consideration it is presumed is not one of sueh
Importance as to justify the risk of such grave consequences as-

delay may produce. Under these circumstances that the wisest Sir,—

sourse, the course mnst consistent with the best interests vf the

A. 8. Ricamony,
Activg Clerk of Executive Cownci .

No. 12,
Auckland, 2nd Angust, 1854,

With every feeking of resj:ect, ¥ have to reguest that

Having conourred with the other Members of the Exe-
entive Council in advising your Egcelleney o take sueh stepy
as may be in your power for securing: the répresentation of the
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you will be pleased to accept the resignation of my seat in the
Executive Council.
1 have the honoun, &c., &c.,
{Signed) T. H, BARTLEY
His Excellency the Officet Adminhtering
the Government.
(True copy.)
A. S. RICHMOND.
Acting Clerk of Executive Council.

No. 13.
Reply to )!cuomndum of the Ist Auglut, .
" Beyond the simiple fact of pting the rési ion of the

* Colonial Secretary, snd filling the poslﬂon bya g"emleman from

the House of Representatives, I could not think of going. To
require the holders of office to resign their posts till I am
favoured with the views of the Crown on the steps I have
taken, would not only be at variance with the original under-

‘amding, and beyond what I conceive my powers to be, but a

want of proper respect on my part to the Home authorities.

On ammming my present office, I found three recoguised Go-
vernment officers a3 - my advisers in the Ekecutive Council.
Circumstances occurred to induce me to introduce to that
couneil three members from the House of Representatives, and
subsequently a membér from the Legislative Council, making a
rigjority of new members.

I found also, on coming into office the old form of General
Government in existence, I am now ulbd upon to form an
entire new form of Government, - without even a reference to
my Sovereigns thus throwing oy me, during my temporary
Administration of the Government, & grave responsibility, which
I am not prepared or disposed to bear.

1 have sanctioned the link between the Assembly and the Go-
ver by thei duction of four bers into the Exe-
éutive Council. I am prepared to accept the Colonial Secre-
tary’s resignation (subject to confirmation) {f volitntarily laid

" Before me ; but I am not prepared to disturb the officers ap-

pointed by the Crown, 0f in ahy Wi to &itiblish & new form of
Governmiedt.in the Colony of New Zealarid without reference
Howme,

If the formation of entire Responsible Government is in
keeping with the views of the authorities at home, the arrange-
ment is only a matter of time, a few weeks—if, ‘on the other
hand, it is not the wish of the Home Government, it is the
more necessacy I swnld wait instructions: "’f my further

Government l{ausc, Auckhnd,
1st August, 1854,
“T'rize copy.
A, 8, RicayoxNDp,
Aeting Clerk Executive Council.

No. 14, :
Auckland, 9nd August, 1854,
Siry— ' &
Having tendered o your Excellency such advice as I was con-

scientiously bound to tender, respecting the steps which in my
inion are absolutely y in order that the government

(Copy)

" of the colony may be conducted with h ¥ y and benefit to

the colonists, and your Excellency having deemed yourself
bound to reject such advice, I have the honor to request that
your Excellency will be pleased to acvept of my resignation of |
a seat in the Executive Council.

1 have the hononr, &c., &c,,

(Signed) JAMES ED. FITZGERALD.
His Exnellency the Officer Administering
the Government.

(True Copy.)
A, $§» RICKMOND,
Acting Clerk of Executive Council.

-Colonial Secretary's Office, Auckland,
20d August, 1854.

HIS Excelléncy the Officer administering
the ‘Government, direets it to be no-
tified for general information, that the under-
mentioned Gentlemen have this day resigned
their seats in the Executive Council :—

J.mns Epwaro Frraceaaro, Esq.
‘Beweps, Fsq.:

' Fuokitox Arovsivs Wewp, Esq.
Trouas Hovenron BarrLey, Esq.

By His Excellency’s command,
ANDREW SINCLAIR,
Colonial Secretary.

bolomal Secretary’s Office, Auckland,
5th August, 1854.

HI# Exce]lency theOfficer ' Administering
the Governmeunt directs it to be notified
for ‘géneral mformamn, thata Writ for the
election of a Member of the House of Repre.
sentitives ‘for the undermentioned district, in
the Province of Auckland, having been issued
m necurdmce with the provisions of an Act to
# - Kepreseatativa Constitution to the
Cal\’my of New Zealand, the Returning Officer
for the said district, has returned the said Writ,
with a certificate to the effect that the under-
meiitionéd gentleman has béen duly elected to
serve as a .Member of the said House of Re-
presenm;ves for the said district.

Farﬂw Ciy of Auchlazd,—
Witiran I?nowf Esquire.
By His Excellency’s Command.
ANDPREW SINCLAIR,
Colunial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Auckland,
7th August, 1834,

Hlb Excellency the Officer Administering -
the Govérnment has been pleased to
appoint~- . . .
Puiuir Aveusrus Dzck,. Esquire,
to be Sergeant-at-arms to the House of Re-
presentatives.
By His Excellency’s command,
ANDREW SINCLAIR,

r Colonial Secretary.
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